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another exquisitely hospitable low cost luxurious 
Christian residence hotel for Lifetime Care and 
Security . . . by the developers of the fabulous 
“SAMARKAND” of Santa Barbara. 


The developers of California's newest Christian Life Care Residence...the "SAMARKAND" of Santa Barbara, California 
now proudly announce “CASA del REY" at Santa Cruz in the redwood wonderland of California's historic Monterey Bay 
70 miles south of San Francisco. On the silver surfline of the Pacific, CASA del REY has for years been one of the west's 
most favored vacation hotels. Now, this gracious and palatial building is dedicated to the lifetime care and happiness of 
men and women of retirement age who look for a truly Christian environment and a Christ-centered program of activity for 
their sunset years! Available to men and women over 50. 


LUXURY AT LOW COST — IN AN ENCHANTING WONDERLAND! 


Retirement lifetime care costs at CASA del REY are remarkably low. Imagine... your Founder's fee as 
low as $2,900! Weekly costs for meals and all otter services only $29.00! Some members may reduce 
their weekly costs by participating in the maintenance of building, grounds and services. You may live in 
luxury at CASA del REY for only a fraction of the cost in many other retirement residences. 


The much painted and often photographed coastline of Monterey Bay is one of the world's breathtakingly 
beautiful show places...and CASA del REY, regal and warm, welcomes you to such an environment. 
Nearby are the famous giant redwoods of California, the “big trees" and the historic cities of Carmel, 
Monterey and Pacific Grove with the Mt. Hermon Christian conference grounds only six miles away! 


SUPERBLY BEAUTIFUL — CHRIST-CENTERED 


The Christ-centered program of CASA del REY includes many features of keen 
interest to those who enjoy Christian fellowship. Your service includes all meals, 
your own room or suite, medical service, nursing service, Christian companion- 
ship, hobby shops, frequent entertainment, complete freedom to come and go 
as you wish, plus all of the advantages of living in beautiful Santa Cruz, the 
“Begonia Capitol of the World." 
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WE WOULD SEE JESUS 


This is Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, General 
Secretary of the American Mission to 
Greeks, preaching to 1,200 Greek soldiers 
of whom this is a small section. When 
they were invited to step forward to re- 
ceive New Testaments, their response 
was most spontaneous. But our hearts 
broke when some recruits asked for an 
additional Testament to send home and 
we did not have any to give them. 
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Is it really worth-while giving out the 
Word? These men came from hundreds of villages and this New Testament Ag goon as the soldiers received 
may be the only witness that will enter some of their home towns. This is she New Testaments they be- 
evangelism of the most effective kind because the Lord assures us that His gan to read them with great 
Word shall never return void. interest. Pray that through read- 
ing the Word they may give 
their hearts to Christ. There are 
still many thousands who have 
never seen a New Testament. 
How long will they remain 
without one? 


We have had the privilege of distributing over a quarter of a million 
Bibles and New Testaments, some purchased by us and others donated by 
the Million Testaments Campaigns. However, the need far outstrips the 
supply and so we have just set up the only Protestant printing establishment 
in the history of Greece to print Gospel literature and Scriptures at a fraction 
of the previous cost. Your dollar now will go a long way in reaching precious 
souls with the Word of God, maybe as many as seven families. Pray much 
that the Greeks may see Jesus through His Word while the door is open. 





An old man at the Sanitarium of Canea on the island of Crete reading the New Testament in the Modern 
Greek which he can easily understand. When I asked him who had given it to him, he pointed to the man across 
the picture—Christopher Harkiolakis, a born-again Christian who has become a real soul winner among his fellow- 
patients. How our dear Brother Harkiolakis would love to give a New Testament to every fellow-patient in the 
Sanitarium. Won’t you help him do it? He is so poor himself. His trousers were full of patches and his shoes full of 
holes. We visited his home in a nearby village and the poverty is beyond description as our brother has been suf- 
fering from tuberculosis for years. Maybe someone would like to give home support ($15 a month for each) to his 
lovely chidren, Kyriakoula and Michael. 


Send your gifts for this effort to: American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. E., P. O- Box 423, New York 36, 
N. Y. (If you live in Canada, write to 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, Ont.) If you wish to receive the soul-stirring 
diary of Mr. Zodhiates’ missionary journey just completed, write and ask for one. It will give you a new under- 
standing of Greece and of its tiny but heroic Protestant minority. 
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LETTERS 00 the Editors 





THE BEAUTY OF LONELINESS 


I have just read “The Saint Must Walk 
Alone” by Dr. A. W. Tozer. 

These two pages were poetry to me. 
How this writer must be so familiar with 
this inner state to have insight clear enough 
to express it with such poignant simplicity! 

His friends are God’s friends, Abraham 
and the rest; he looks to them to under- 
stand his own deep feelings. How practical, 
then, have his hours spent with God’s 
Word for its sake alone become to him. 

Could we also say, “Worship the Lord 
in the beauty of loneliness”? 

Dr. Tozer’s name in your contents, for 
this article alone, will in the future be a 
joy for this reader. 

Sara S. GREENE 


Birmingham, Ala. 


AN HONEST EFFORT 


The series on the Bible and race segrega- 
tion now appearing in Eternity is the first 
honest, earnest effort to grapple with this 
destructive issue I have seen in a funda- 
mentalist magazine. How it has been 
needed! It is tragic but true that the voices 
of liberalism are- less prone to fall into 
the sin of racial superiority than we who 
stand for the verity of Scripture at every 
point. Therefore, I was deeply gratified to 
see the powerful voice of ETeRNity leading 
the way here, with its usual forthrightness. 

The series will reach many, but not 
enough. Why not make plans now to re- 
print the entire series, when it is concluded, 
in a permanent pamphlet form, similar to 
the treatment given the Mariolatry series 
several years ago? 

Yes, I am white and Southern! 

Rev. C. R. STEGALL, JR. 
Atlanta, Ga. 


ASSUMPTION OF RESPONSIBILITY 


I have always wondered at the lack of in- 
sight into racial problems that the white 
man has, even when he is in a position to 
see things clearly. 

I have an abiding respect for Dr. Harold 
Lindsell. I have no doubt that he is a man 
of God, a sincere one, and a great scholar, 
but how can he fail to see the folly of his 
reasoning as expressed in a portion of his 
article in [August] ETERNITY? . . 

We would search for a soft, naive term 
to describe his completely erréneous analy- 
sis of the intermarriage situation (pp. 
43-44) and would ask him whether he has 
seeh the Negro, as to color, lately! 

Any intelligent observation will reveal 
that this ethnic group as we view it in 1956 
rahges from black (a fast diminishing 
minority) to a blond-haired blue-eyed white! 
The bulk of the Negro people being in the 
brown-skinned category. Now, how did 
this come about over the decades that the 
Negro has been an inhabitant of the North 
American continent? Not, surely, because 
the North American sun is that much less 
intense than that of Africa, while this may 
have been a minor factor. We all know 
that when white people speak with fear or 
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any degree of misgiving about intermarriage 
or declare that the Negro will never be 
amalgamated, they are merely being talk- 
atively evasive. Intermarriage, not from a 
copulative aspect solely, but the assumption 
on the part of the white man of his pater- 
nal responsibilities openly through the 
channels of civil and religious union is 
really what is objectionable — the economic 
support of mother and hybrid children that 
for generations he has produced! 

May we propose, therefore, that there is 

o “intermarriage” issue, but rather one of 
just assumption of responsibility. 

As a Negro Christian, my Saviour has 
taught me over the years that in spite of 
the unhappiness involved in being victim- 
ized by racial prejudice many times, that 
by far the greater victim of this vicious 
thing is the white man who at his best and 
most intelligent is still so thoroughly con- 
taminated by it, that his very reasoning 
breaks down. This understanding has en- 
abled me to be patient and has given me 
the ability to pray for him (rather than 
curse him) that our Saviour will free him 
from all racial prejudice even in its more 
subtle forms! 

BEULAH E. WIGGENS 
New York, N. Y. 


SHOCKING CONFUSION 


I am surprised or rather shocked that 
in one and the same issue appears Dr. 
Barnhouse’s reminder that Moses and the 
Christian faith interdict marriages with 
those of unlike faiths, and that Dr. Harold 
Lindsell indicates intermarriages between 
different races. Mr. Lindsell confuses color 
with race. 

Obviously, there should never be mar- 
riages between different races, and your 
Journal should advocate this in the strong- 
est manner. And to avoid this, there should 
be segregation. Many a case has been re- 
versed by a later court decision. 

C. P. GorPrL 
New York, N. Y. 


SOCIALIST FILTH 


As of now, you will please cancel the 
unexpired subscription of your filthy maga- 
zine ETERNITY. . . 

It’s disgraceful that under the name of 
“Christian Truth” you are permitted to use 
the mails and the term Christianity to 
propagandize your Socialistic filth and ill- 
political football, namely the article, “The 
Bible and Race Relations.” 

RALPH ROBERTS 
Eufaula, Ala. 


SECONDS REVIEW 


It was with great interest that I read the 
review of the editor concerning the book 
of Upton Sinclair, The Cup of Fury. 

. - I fully agree with the opinion of the 
editor that this book should have an im- 
portant place as a best-seller. 


(Continued on page 34) 
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NOW AND LATER 


In this issue Walter R. Martin begins 
his series of three articles on “The 
Truth about Seventh-day Adventism.” 

For several years now Mr. Martin has 
been making a diligent study of the 
non-Christian cults, and he did not 
start out to write about Adventists in 
appreciative terms. However, in the 
course of his research he came to the 
conclusion that Adventists should right- 
fully be included within the fellowship 
of evangelicalism. 

As our Editor-in-Chief indicated in 
last month’s issue, there were many con- 
sultations and much research before Dr. 
Barnhouse and Mr. Martin were ready 
to face the general Christian public with 
their conclusions. It is with full knowl- 
edge that some will question the wisdom 
of publishing this series of articles that 
we present them in ETERNITY. 

Our cover portrait is that of William 
Miller, who was involved in the early 
history of the Adventist movement. 

Another article that will stir up dis- 
cussion is that written by Joseph T. 
Bayly, editor of His Magazine of Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship. Mr. Bayly 
deals forthrightly with a very pressing 
and controversial issue in “A Northern 
Christian Looks at the Race Question.” 

Less controversial but deeply pene- 
trating is the contribution by Dr. A. W. 
Tozer entitled, “We -Are Becoming 
What We Love.” We are honored by 
this second opportunity to carry an 
article by Dr. Tozer. 

Dr. F. F. Bruce, the distinguished 
British scholar, discusses a very im- 
portant aspect of the finds of Qumran 
in “A Second Look at the Dead Sea 
Scrolls.” His book of this name will be 
published this fall by Eerdmans. 





THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28, Tenth Presbyterian 
Church, Philadelphia, Pa.; Oct. 1, 8, 
15, 22, 29, New York Bible Class, St. 
Luke’s Lutheran Church, New York, 
N. Y.; Oct. 2-4, Central Presbyterian 
Church, Buffalo, N. Y.; Oct. 16-19, 
Kansas City, Mo.; Oct. 23-26, Second 
Presbyterian Church, Bloomington, 
Ill. 
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DEDICATION 


Unto Him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in 
His own blood, and hath made us to be a kingdom and to 
be priests unto God and His Father; to Him be glory and 
dominion for ever and ever. Amen. (Rev. 1:5,6) 


Pray with us on Friday mornings that God may bless and extend the ministry of Eternity, The 
Bible Study Hour, our television program, and conference ministry to His ‘everlasting glory. 
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* FAMILY NEEDS * 





When this issue of ETERNITY comes to your hands, our tele- 
vision program on “Man to Man” will have completed one full year 
on stations of our country. Many things have happened during this 
year for which we are grateful to our Lord. First of all, the programs 
have been well received from all sides. This has done a great deal 
to convince men of the ecumenical viewpoint that one whom they 
might term a “fundamentalist” can present the gospel forcefully and 
at the same time as a gentleman in a cooperative effort. At the same 
time, those who feared that our cooperation with the NCC would 
result in a compromised presentation of the gospel, have found that 
the program. has been absolutely clear-cut in its message of salva- 
tion through Christ alone. 


But far more important than this is the help which the pro- 
gram has been to those who viewed it. Naturally, many who follow 
Dr. Barnhouse on radio and through the pages of ETERNITY saw 
the program, but by far the largest part of the mail received was 
from those who were previously unacquainted with this ministry. A 
great many letters were received from ministers—particularly those 
in denominations not normally reached through our work. Another 
large segment came from men and women who had never had assur- 
ance of their salvation—even though they might have been in and 
out of churches most of their lives. A smallér group, one for which 
we especially thank the Lord, was from those who had previously 
had no time for “religion’—from husbands who looked at a religious 
program for the first time and from others, both men and women, 
who had never before darkened the door of a church. For every 
man and woman—and for every young person (there were many of 
these, too)—-who wrote, we are deeply thankful. We have tried to 
help each one who has written with a problem; everyone has re- 
ceived a copy of Dr. Barnhouse’s book, “Your Right to Heaven.” 


Now, in many areas of the country, the program will be repeated 
for another year. We shall keep you informed through these pages 
and by direct mail of dates of showing in your area. Again we ask 
that you cooperate with us by asking one or more of your friends— 
particularly those who are not Christians—to tune in. Cards are 
available for this purpose. Write us for as many as you can use. 
And above all pray that the Lord will use this program in an even 
greater way as it goes throughout the country this second year. 


Our advertisers and agencies will be particularly interested to 
know that as of October 1, ETERNITY will handle its own advertising 
procurement. Ever since ETERNITY was launched in April, 1950, it 
has been represented faithfully by Allan E. Shubert Co. During this 
interval we have had most pleasant personal relations with Mr. 
Shubert and his staff, and it is with real regret that we discontinue 
our relationship. 





Eternity is published by the Evangelical Foundation, Inc., a non-profit 
corporation; Paul A. Hopkins, executive secretary 








A children’s center in Rhodesia for the care 
and education of the children of mission- 
aries working in Central Africa under the 
Africa Missionary Fellowship is in real need 
of a station wagon or carryall to take the 
children to and from church, etc. Readers 
of ETERNITY interested in helping may send 
contributions to the Evangelical Foundation, 
Inc., earmarked “African Center.” 
* * + 


Have you any used religious books? A Protes- 
tant chaplain is anxious to obtain good 
Christian fiction and books pertaining to 
specific books and teachings of the Bible. 
Books you have read and laid aside may do 
a second work for the Lord if you will send 
them to: 

Mr. Ralph Wiley, Protestant Chaplain 

Marion Correctional Institution 

P. O. Box 57 

Marion, Ohio 








POSITION OPEN 


Leading evangelical publication seeking 
alert young woman preferably with 
promotional experience to handle ad- 
vertisting. Box C. ETERNITY 











HELP — WANTED 


Evangelical school needs man for field 

work with churches and individuals. For 

a qualified man this is an extraordinary 
opportunity.—Box BT ETERNITY 











COUPLE WANTED 


Couple for houseparents in Christian 
Children’s Home in New York City 
area. Salary and maintenance. Write 
Box CB, ETERNITY 











CHRISTIAN 
5,000 workers WANTED 
to sell Bibles, Testaments, good books, hand- 
some Scripture mottoes, Scripture calendars, 
—_— cards. commission. Send for 
catalog and price list. 
Geo. W. Neble, The Christian Co. . 
. E, Pontiac Blidg., 542 S. Dearborn St. 
_ Chicago 5, Ill. 











SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 











ROBERT R. FRITSCH.—Oct. 1-4, Springfield 
Mennonite’ Church, Pleasant Valley, Pa.; Oct. 
10, 17, 31, Seibert Evangelical Congregational 
Church, Allentown, Pa.; Oct. 12-14, Bible Con- 
ference, Evangelical Church, Coaldale, Pa.; Oct. 
21-28, Bible Conference, Evangelical Congrega- 
tional Church, Emmaus, Pa. 


RALPH L. KEIPER.—Sept. 28, Installation Service, 
Rev. Walden Corbett, Baptist Temple, Brooklyn, 
N. Y.; Oct. 5, 6, Bethany Collegiate Presbyterian 
Church Conference, Sandy Cove, Md.; Oct. 20, 
Banquet, Lawndale Baptist Church, Philadelphia, 
Pa. 


WILLIAM A. MIEROP.—Oct. 4, Schuylkill Valley 
Christian Business Men’s Committee Banquet, 
Norristown, Pa.; Oct. 5-7, Immanuel Baptist 
Church, Nurses Conference, Richmond, Va.; Oct. 
12-14, Alumni Homecoming, Philadelphia Bible 
Institute, Philadelphia, Pa.; Oct. 15, Christian 
Business and Professional Women, Y.M.C.A., 
Philadelphia, Pa. : 
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~The 
Family 
Likeness 


By HAROLD W. FIFE 


As members of the family of God we 
have received a new way of looking 


at our lives 


her poems to her parents. The Christian can won- 
deringly say the same to God. In the King James 
version of I John 3, verse 1 the placing of the comma after 
“Behold” and the omission of “and such we are” can cause 
us to miss its full meaning, so by following the A.S.V. or 
R.V. we have the truth of our first sentence brought out: 
“Behold what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called children of God: and 
such we are.” Let us quote the incomparable Dr. Alexander 
Maclaren here: “What John calls us to contemplate with 
wonder and gratitude is not only the fact of this marvelous 
love, but also the glorious end. All this lavish bestowal of 
love, unspeakable as it is, may be regarded as having one 
great end, which God deems worthy of such expenditure; 
namely, that man should become, in the deepest sense, His 
children. It is not so much to the contemplation of our 
blessedness in being sons, as to the devout gaze on the love 
which by its wonderful process has made it possible for us 
to be sons, that we are summoned here.” In other words, 
because God loved He begat us His chidren; the procrea- 
tion of the children of God, like all true ideal human births, 
is the outcome of love. Because He loved, we are the chil- 
dren of God. 
But God is Spirit, and therefore His procreating love 


“Pie you loved, I am,” said Betty Stam in one of 


This is the second in a series of articles on First John. Mr. Fife 
also writes the Sunday School lessons. 
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must be on a very different plane from ours, and the Bible 
makes this clear by the use of the phrase, “What manner 
of,” which can best be appreciated by reference to its use 
by Mary at the Annunciation: “What manner of salutation 
is this;” by the fisherman on the lake in the storm: “What 
manner of man is this that even the winds and waves obey 
him;” and by Peter’s use of it in referring to the coming 
end of the Age: “seeing all these things shall be dissolved 
what manner of persons ought ye to be?” The love of God 
is Unique, Holy, Unselfish, Unlimited, Unhindered by hate 
and perverseness; and that love, measureless and pure, finds 
its expression in making us His children. No wonder John 
cries, “Behold” and adds, wonderingly, ‘and such we are.” 
Far too much emphasis is placed on our love for Him and 
too little on His love for us. The parent-child relationship 
depends for continuity upon the parent, and the child’s 
love is, so to speak, the echo. Infinitely more so is this true 
of our relationship with God. As Bonar says: 


His love, not mine, the resting place 
His truth, not mine the tie. 


It is a miserable and depressing business to be looking in 
our own hearts for a love and devotion to God that pulsates 
with spontaneity and joy; it is a blessed thing to behold the 
changeless love of God to us, and to find a sweet responding 
echo in our own hearts. This is one of the pure joys of the 
Christian life, and its realization colors our outlook in every 
direction. 

For instance, the world will be bewildered. It has never 
finally made up its mind how to treat Christ, for there is 
much in Him that the world applauds, and there are com- 
paratively few who would care openly and defiantly to 
reject Him. Yet His claims are disturbing and His challenge 
to unselfish and holy living disquieting, so He is held, so to 
speak, at a respectful distance—accepted in principle but 
rejected as determinative in the lives and conduct of people 
and nations. His children will be treated likewise in the 
measure in which they are like Him, and there should be 
a “something” about them that bewilders the world. The 
absolute standards of purity in life and honesty in business, 
the complete refusal to defame the character of others by 
gossip, the top priorities given to spiritual things—these will 
make their impact, but there will be something less easily 
definable, a spiritual quality that is evidenced in the fruit 
of the Spirit: “love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, meekness, self-control” (Gal. 5:22 
A.S.V.) and which will eloquently testify that we are the 
children of God, born of His Spirit. Because of this, “the 
world will know us not because it knew Him not.” We may 
be respected by non-Christians but can hardly expect to be 
welcomed into their inner circles. 

A great many questions about the future will be resolved. 

Children in their early teens usually hate to be pestered 
as to what they are going to be when they grow up; not 
having adult minds they have no way of conceiving how 
they will best fit into adult society, and they are content 
with the knowledge that, being human children of their 
parents, they will grow up like father and mother and in a 
happy home, and with this they are content. Similarly a 
right relationship with our Heavenly Father disposes of our 
anxieties about our future state. “It doth not yet appear 


(Continued on page 37) 


Where there is one who does not know Jesus Christ, there is a mission field 5 





THE TRUTH ABOUT SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM 


eam Adventism, as a religious movement, sprang 
from the great second advent “awakening” which shook 
the religious world toward thé middle of the nineteenth 
century. 

During this particular period of theological development, 
speculation relative to the second advent of Jesus Christ 
had been rampant on the continent of Europe, and it was 
not long before the European prophetic scheme of inter- 
pretation bridged the Atlantic and penetrated American 
theological circles. 

Based largely upon the books of Daniel and Revelation 
(both apocalyptic), advent theology became a topic of 
conversation discussed in newspapers as well as theological 
journals; in short, New Testament eschatological study 
suddenly competed with current stock market quotations 
for front-page space, and the “seventy weeks,” “twenty- 
three hundred days,” and “the abomination of desolation” 
(Dan. 8, 9) became common subjects of conversation. 

Following the chronology of Archbishop Ussher and 
interpreting the twenty-three hundred days of Daniel as 
literal years, many Bible students of various faiths con- 
cluded that Christ would come back near or about the 
year 1843. Of this studious number was one William 
Miller, a Baptist minister and resident of Low Hampton, 
New York, who arrived at the final date, October 22, 1844, 
as the time when Jesus Christ would return for His saints 
and usher in judgment upon sin, culminating in the estab- 
lishment of the Kingdom of God upon earth. 

The great second advent movement, which was to sweep 
the United States particularly in the early 1840's, stemmed 
from the activities of this William Miller, who confidently 
taught, beginning in the year 1818, that in “about” twenty- 
five years from that date, i.e. 1843, Jesus Christ would 
come again, or as Miller himself put it, “I was thus brought 
in 1818 at the close of my two-year study of the Scriptures 
to the solemn conclusion that in about twenty-five years 
from that time all the affairs of our present state would be 
wound up” (The Midnight Cry, Francis D. Nicol, p. 35, 
Review and Herald, Washington, D. C.). 

Lest anyone reading the various accounts of the rise of 
Millerism in the United States come to the unwarranted 
conclusion that Miller was a “crackpot” and an uneducated 
todl of Satan, the following facts should be known: The 
great advent awakening movement which spanned the 
Atlantic from Europe was bolstered by a tremendous wave 
of contemporary biblical scholarship, and, though Miller 
himself was uneducated, there were literally scores and 
scores of interpretative prophetic scholars, both in Europe 
and the United States, who espoused Miller’s view before 
he himself announced it; and in realitv his was only one 
more voice proclaiming the 1843/1844 fulfillment of 
Daniel 8:14, or the twenty-three-hundred days’ period 
allegedly dating from 457 B.C. and ending in 1843/1844. 
William Miller was born in Pittsfield, Massachusetts, on 
February 15, 1782, and while still a young child his family 
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relocated in Low Hampton, New York, close to the Ver- 
mont State borderline. Miller was raised by a deeply 
religious mother, but despite her zeal for his conversion 
Miller himself at length became an infidel, and only after 
a soul-searching experience which culminated in his con- 
version did he begin his preparation for the ministry in 
the Baptist Church. A great many books have been written 
about William Miller and the rise of the Millerite move- 
ment, but to this writer’s knowledge none of them has ever 
accused Miller on verifiable grounds of being either dis- 
honest or deceptive in his prophetic interpretation of 
Scripture. Indeed, he always enjoyed the reputation among 
all who knew him as an honest, forthright, Christian man. 
One does not have to endorse the errors of Millerism and 
its unbiblical date-setting record, therefore, to have respect 
for the historical figure of William Miller, for regardless 
of his shortcomings Miller himself was a deeply religious 
Christian who, had he had the benefit of a more extensive 
understanding of the Scriptures, most probably would never 
have embarked upon his date-setting career. 

Clearly it may be seen that although Miller popularized 
the 1843/44 concept of Christ coming again, he was far 
from being alone; it we hold Miller up for scorn we 
must also hold up a whole ream of internationally known 
scholars who have some of the best educations in the world 
but who had a “blind spot” in prophetic interpretation 
and so endorsed the Millerite interpretational system of 
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William Miller 


chronology. It was the Lord Jesus Christ who said, “No 
one knoweth the hour of my return,” and at another time 
the Master plainly stated that it was not given to us, His 
followers, to know the times nor the seasons “which the 
Father hath put in his own power.” This should have been 
enough to deter the Millerites from their foolhardy quest 
to set a date for the return of the Lord, but, unfortunately, 
they persisted in their chronological speculations and suffer- 
ed tremendous humiliation, ridicule, and abject despair. 

According to the prophetic interpretations of William 
Miller, he had set the time for the probable return of the 
Lord somewhere between March 21, 1843 and March 21, 
1844 (The Midnight Cry, p. 169), and as the time drew 
nigh a religious frenzy shook the Millerite world—the Lord 
was coming back! 

Zealous though the followers of Miller were and terribly 
sincere in their faith as they must have been, stark dis- 
appointment waited them as the Jewish year “1843” faded 
from time and the Lord had not come. As the realization 
that the dream closest to their hearts had not materialized 
sank into the consciousness of the disillusioned Millerites, 
word from William Miller was eagerly sought, and with 
his characteristic honesty it was shortly forthcoming. Wrote 
Miller in the very shadow of spiritual anguish: “Were I 
to live my life over again, with the same evidence that I 
then had, to be honest with God and man I should have 
to do as I have done. Although opposers said it would not 
come, they produced no weighty arguments. It was evi- 
dently guess-work with them; and I then thought, and do 
now, that their denial was based more on an unwillingness 
for the Lord to come than on any arguments leading to 
such conclusion. I confess my error, and acknowledge my 
disappointment; yet I still believe that the Day of the 
Lord is near, even at the door; and I exhort you, my 
brethren, to be watchful and not let that day come upon 
you unawares” (Memoirs of William Miller, Sylvester Bliss, 
p- 256). 
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In the wake of this stunning declaration by their leader, 
the Millerites strove vainly to reconcile the prophetic inter- 
pretation of the Scripture to which they had adhered with 
the stark reality of the fact that Christ had not come again. 
And with one last gasp, so to speak, Miller with reluctance 
endorsed what has come to be known historically as “The 
Seventh-month Movement” or the belief that Christ would 
come on October 22, 1844, the tenth day of the seventh 
month according to the Karaite reckoning of the Jewish 
Sacred Calendar (The Midnight Cry, p. 243). Once again 
the Millerites’ hopes were lifted, and October 22, 1844 
became the new battle cry for the return of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. The outcome of the “Seventh-month Movement” 
can best be summed up in the words of Dr. Josiah Litch, 
one of the leaders of the Millerite movement, who from his 
home in Philadelphia wrote on October 24 these words, 
“It is a cloudy and dark day here—the sheep are scattered— 
the Lord has not come yet” (The Midnight Cry, p. 263). 


From Litch’s statement, it is a simple matter to piece 
together the psychological framework of the’ Millerites in 
the wake of these two disappointments. They were shattered 
and disillusioned people—Christ had not come to cleanse 
the sanctuary, to usher in judgment, and to bring the world 
into subjugation to the “everlasting gospel.” Instead, the 
physical sky was cloudy and dark, and the historical horizons 
were black with the failure of the Millerite movement. 
There was, understandably, terrible confusion, of which 
God, the Scripture tells us, is not the author. 


The final phase of the Millerite movement, then, came 
to a close with the “Great Disappointment” of 1844, and 
as the Millerites began to disintegrate as a movement there 
gradually emerged other groups (First-day Adventists, etc.) 
but in our study we are concerned primarily with three 
distinct segments which later joined in an indissoluble 
fusion eventually producing the Seventh-day Adventist 
denomination as we know it today. William Miller, it 
should be noted, was never a Seventh-day Adventist and 
confessed himself that he had “no confidence” in the “new 
theories” which emerged from the shambles of what was 
previously the Millerite movement. Dr. LeRoy Froom of 
the Seventh-day Adventist Theological Seminary, in the 
fourth volume of his masterful series The Prophetic Faith 
of our Fathers, p. 828-29, succinctly states exactly what 
Miller’s position was. Wrote Dr. Froom: “Miller was out- 
spokenly opposed to the various -new theories that had 
developed following October 22, 1844, in an endeavor to 
explain the disappointment. He deplored the call to come 
out of the churches that had been given, and he never 
accepted the distinctive positions of the Sabbatarians. The 
doctrine of the unconscious sleep of the dead and the final 
destruction of the wicked was not, he maintained, part of 
the original Millerite position, but was introduced per- 
sonally by Storrs and Litch. He even came to -deny the 
application of a parable in The Midnight Cry to the 
Seventh-month Movement and eventually went so far as 
to declare unequivocably that the movement was not ‘a 
fulfillment of prophecy in any sense.’” 

The theology of William Miller, then, except for his 
chronological speculation, differed from the Seventh-day 
Adventist theological interpretations in these three distinct 
ways: Miller denied the Seventh-day Sabbath, the doctrine 
of the unconscious sleep of the dead, and the final an- 
nihilation of the wicked—all doctrines held by the Seventh- 
day Adventist denomination. He also differed theologically 
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A NORTHERN CHRISTIAN 
LOOKS AT THE RAGE QUESTION 





By Joseph T. Bayly 





Couple denied residence. 


A penetrating evaluation of 


our imperfect Christian witness 


[' is always helpful, in a question of this sort, to know 
a writer’s background and consequent prejudices. 
Although I never lived there, both sides of my family 

had their roots in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. My great- 

grandparents lost their livestock to foraging Confederate 

soldiers, while their farmhouse was commandeered as a 

Union hospital. My grandmother’s proudest moment came, 

as a little girl, when she shook hands with President Lincoln 

after his address at the battlefield’s dedication. 

As I grew up I do not recall hearing a bitter word about 
the South. I do recall an attitude of friendliness toward 
“colored” people. In some particular way we seemed to 
be considered responsible for whatever problems the 
Negroes had or created. 

For we were white, and white people had brought the 
Negroes over here in slave ships from their native Africa. 
One way or another, most white people had profited from 
this cheap source of labor. And when a sinful wind such 
as that was sown, we were bound to reap a mighty whirl- 
wind. 

As to my Christian convictions, I do not believe that 
God saves the social order. Jesus Christ died and rose for 
individual Negroes and white people, as well as for those 
of other races who become His Body, the Church. His 
atonement on the Cross is the only ground for divine 
forgiveness and life—including a more abundant (not 
necessarily material) life here and now. Because Jesus 
Christ clearly taught that His kingdom is not of this world, 
I do not believe the Christian Church has been called to 
reconstruct the social order of the world in which we live, 
which in general does not know nor care to know Jesus 
Christ. The calling of the Church is to proclaim the re- 
demptive message (“Christ died for our sins”) to individuals 
in the world. 

Yet while we deny the Roman Catholic concept of the 
Church as controller of public morality and authoritative 
arbiter of questions which involve society as a whole, we 
observe that historically the Church has been the matrix of 
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National Guardsmen keep demonstrators from apartment of Negro couple in Chicago. 


most of Western civilization’s advances in corporate (social) 
righteousness and justice. The restoration of woman to her 
divinely created position as partner rather than chattel, the 
institution of hospitals and orphanages, the humane care of 
the mentally ill and prisoners, the abolishment of slavery: 
these and scores of other social advances were conceived 
in the Church. No study is more conducive to an apprecia- 
tion of the grand scope and power of the gospel than 
England before and after the Wesleyan movement. 

It is easy for today’s evangelical Christians to be near- 
sighted on this point, especially since the first three decades 
of the present century are more vivid in our thinking than 
the eighteenth century Wesleyan revival. For during those 
years we observed a grotesque new form in Protestant 
theology known as the “social gospel,” an attempt to change 
society and bring in the millennium while by-passing 
Calvary. But we do not give up using money merely 
because we were once stung with a counterfeit bill! 
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The Church and the churches seem to have a dual func- 
tion in influencing matters of social righteousness: prophetic 
and exemplary. No assembly of Christians at Buchenwald, 
aware of the cremation ovens, should have been silent, but 
rather should -have declared the prophetic judgment of 
God’s Word on a state and on men who were exterminating 
the Jews. To limit one’s preaching to such passages as 
John 3:16 and Ephesians 2:8 and 9 at such a time would, 
in my opinion, have constituted unfaithfulness to a divine 
calling. 

Second, but perhaps more important, is the exemplary 
function of the Church. A local assembly of Christians which 
welcomed Jews despite the world’s hatred would thereby 
have witnessed to the fact that prophetic judgment was 
beginning at the House of God. Nor can the example stop 
here, for the private, every-day lives of Christians who 


(Continued on page 41) 


Give your mind to Christ that you may be guided by His wisdom 











ETERNITY’S DAUGHTER 


We have adopted a daughter for you. 
Her name is Toshii Shimoda. Some of 
you may be seeing her soon for she is 
coming back to the United States with 
us, if the Lord wills and our plans ma- 
ture. 

Toshii lives in Hokkaido, the large 
island in the north of the Japanese 
chain, and the nearest to Siberia. She 
was brought up in a Presbyterian Church 
there and went to Tokyo to finish her 
education. She returned to Hokkaido 
where she teaches Bible and English in 
the Hokusai Gakuin, which means the 
North Star Girls’ School. 

We asked missionaries for names of 
Japanese who were committed to Christ 
and who were educated to the point 
where they could translate English into 
their own language without the trans- 
lation’s smelling of English. They named 
Toshii and she came to see us. She has 
the charm of the Holy Spirit filling a 
yielded person. Mrs. Barnhouse and I 
both agreed afterwards that it was a 
deep spiritual experience to hear her 
testimony. The words were simple, but 
the feeling that they conveyed was super- 
natural. I said to her, “What is your 
heart relationship to Christ?” There was 
a moment of hesitation, for she said, 
afterwards, that she had not expected 
the question. But the answer came: “I 
live for Christ, and...I... would... 
die for Christ.” 

The intonation was soft but with a 
depth that made me think of the sound 
of the rushing, mighty wind described in 
the second of Acts. Mrs. Barnhouse and 
I looked at each other and did not. say 
a word, but each said afterward that al- 
most at once, independently, we had the 
idea that she should be brought to 
America for further education. Later we 
learned that she had deeply desired to 
go to the States, but the only scholar- 
ships open in the school she attended 
were designated for girls who were mem. 
bers of another church denomination. 

To make a long story short, we con- 
ferred with the missionaries, and pass- 
port formalities were begun, and about 
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the time this editorial reaches you 
Toshii will be arriving in the U. S. A. 
How much does it cost to bring a young 
Japanese woman to the States, clothe her, 
feed her, and provide her education? 
A nickel from each ETERNiTy subscriber 
would do it. Of course, most will not do 
anything about it, but if you want to 
have a part in what we believe will be 
a wonderful missionary for Japan, send 
us something for our scholarship fund. 
Make the check to ETERNITY (it’s deduc- 
tible) and mark it “For Toshii.” We 
know this will be something precious to 
lay at the feet of our Lord. 


DEFINITION 

Someone has said that a “red” is 
anyone who is far to the left of the 
one who uses the word and that a “pink” 
is one not quite so far left. I do not 
believe that we should sling epithets, 
especially if they are vague. It is im- 
possible to classify people, and we should 
not attempt it. his falls under the 
statement of our Lord against judging 
others. 

It is possible, however, .to illustrate 
certain truths which may be more easily 
illuminated than defined. A few years 
ago the word “modernist” was used, 
and it was so flexible, depending on the 
user, that it was worthless as a category. 
There was a feeling that some people 
were wrong because they were trying to 
give up old values and to establish new 
ones which were alien to the divine 
revelation which God had given to us. 
Surely it is better to belong to the first 
century than to the twentieth century 
when we think about divine things and 
to place ourselves in the light of the 
first century revelation. But when we 
live and love we must be in our own 
times. 

My mind turned to these thoughts 
when I read a review of a new volume 
which has appeared in England under 
the title The Archbishop and the Lady. 
It is the story of Fenelon and Madame 
Guyon, who were outstanding characters 
in the France of the seventeenth century, 
and storm centers in the great theologi- 
cal controversies of the time. Madame 


A Christian needs to be audited 


Guyon had to spend much time in pris- 
on ior wer lau, and sne sang irom 
her cell 1 some Of tue mose Eencuanung 
OL iliScOry > SOLIBSs LO GOKU. 

A lithe bDira al 1, snuc in trom fields 

and alr, 

But in my cage | sit and sing to Him 

who piaced me tere. 

Content, wnate'er my 10t may be, 

since, O my God, at pieases 1 nee. 

‘The English reviewer of tis volume 
Says tNat we voitume 1s a “subtle yet 
enurely convincing portrait of seven- 
teenth-century characvers: their over- 
whelming anxiety to remain conformist 
and orthodox in faith, their agonising 
reappraisals of personal spiritual ex- 
periences so as to bring them into con- 
iormity with church doctrines, and their 
un-modern assumptions that the precise 
relation of man to God was the most 
important thing in the world.” 

Here, perhaps, is an illustration of 
what modernism really is. It is the de- 
parture from the truth of God, given 
in the Bible, that the most important 
thing in the world is man’s precise re- 
lation to God. For what shall it profit 
a man if he gain the whole world and 
lose his own soul? (Mark 8:36). If we 
are precisely related to God in every 
phase of living, then all our living will 
go well, and we will be right with 
others and with ourselves. 


POWER OF THE VOICE 


I have received from Dr. David Baker, 
who has made excellent contributions 
to our magazine, a clipping from Sc:- 
ence and Mechanics with a hint as to 
its application in spiritual matters. 

Speaking in low tones, the human 
voice can now throw itself more than a 
city block. Yet surprising as this develop- 
ment may seem, no one is more sur- 
prised than communication experts. For 
years they have assumed that while there 
is some energy in the human voice, there 
isn’t enough to use for anything. But 
now George Bryan, thirty-seven years 
old, an Army Signal Corps engineer, 
has pointed the way to squeezing energy 
from the spoken word. Building a tran- 
sistor into a one-and-a-half-pound broad- 
casting station has done the trick. The 
sound waves from his voice hit and 
vibrate the membrane of a moving-coil 
microphone, generating alternating cur- 
rent. Part of this power runs the radio. 
The rest carries the broadcast signal. 

In applying this new discovery as an 
illustration of spiritual truth we must 
realize that we do not have to have a 
literal interpretation of Bible passages 
in order to make them true. But when 
we consider the power that we now 
know resides in our throats and the 
ability that man is demonstrating in the 
use of that power to throw his voice 
to a far distance, we have a faint illus- 
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_ tration of the power of Jesus Christ as 
the eternal Word of God. Einstein 
taught us the relationship ‘of energy to 
mass. The going forth of.energy creates 
mass. The fission of mass turns it back 
to energy. The invisible God is able 
to do this without material help. God, 
who is Spirit, spoke the creative Word, 
and the universe came forth. In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. 
All things were made by Him, and 
without Him was not anything made 
that was made (John 1: 1-3). 

In addition to creation by the Word 
we must realize the other half of this 
truth—a power that man does not have. 
God breathed, and the universe came 
into being; God will one day draw in 
that breath, and the Heavens will melt 
with fervent heat and will roll up like 
a scroll (II Pet. 3:10; Rev. 6:14). The 
mass of the universe will go back into 
the energy of God. What a wonderful 
God we have! All energy and all mass 
are completely under His control. By 
Christ all things hold together (Col. 
1:17), and it is He who upholds the 
universe by the Word of His power 
(Heb. 1:3). And it is this Word that 
has made us alive in Christ (I Pet. 1:23). 
Praise Him! 5 


TRUTH IN JEST 


Many a truth is spoken in jest. The 
old proverb was remarkably illustrated 
by a recent article in the religious pages 
of Time. Two columns, with picture, 
described a group of nuns who put on 
a musical comedy at Notre Dame in 
connection with the summer school for 
teaching sisters. 

“Heroine of the play,” writes Time, is 
a guardian angel just released from the 
heroic job of keeping a movie queen 
out of hell. ‘Love was a game,’ she sings 
of her former charge. ‘Men were so tame 
/Like Nashua she ran every race./ 
Though in her prime/ She lost every 
time,/ But she died in the state of grace.’ 

“Sure that being guardian angel to a 
nun ‘is a lot more fun/ in the race to 
the state of grace’ because all nuns do 
is pray all day, the angel agrees to 
change places with her new charge, 
Sister Angelica, to show her how simple 
a nun’s life really can be. In no time 
the angel is in hot water with the 
mother superior for her angelic frank- 
ness. When Sister Angelica tells her to 
stop it, the angel complains: ‘Do you 
mean I cannot tell the truth in a con- 
vent?” No, says the sister. ‘Use mental 
reservation . . . a gimmick invented by 
the Jesuits. Tell as much of the truth 
as you think advisable, and mentally 
reserve the rest.’” 

More than long theological disserta- 
tions, such an account shows that Rome 
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believes that’ salvation depends upon 
dying in a state of grace rather than 
on the finished work of Christ. Its revela- 
tion of Jesuitism as understood on the 
convent level cannot be denied. 

The article continues: “A salesman 
for a religious supply house plagues the 
sisters with his sales talk for Rosary 
clickers (to show you where you were 
when you fell asleep), electric vigil lights 
(‘flip it on for ten minutes on bus or 
car—gives you a lift for that tired feel- 
ing’), rosaries in which ‘each bead con- 
tains Waters of Jordan and a blessed 
guppy.” 

Finally, “the show. closes with the 
angel exhausted and the nuns engaged 
in a rousing chorus: 

No more misdemeanors 
No more mortal sins 
I’m making novenas 
All day.on my shins. 


I don’t want to kneel 

In Heaven’s left field 

With minor league prophets and 
all. 

I’m running this race 

For a major league place 

Right up there with Peter and Paul. 


I’m bucking for sainthood 

I’m praying all day 

I’m a—bucking for sainthood 

On that glorious ever-morious 
glorious judgment day.” 

Is it any wonder that we say that we 
love Roman Catholics but we hate 
Romanism. Any religion that can dwarf 
the mind and stunt the spirit in this way 
is a hateful thing. Truth is truth and 
not a mental reservation of the Jesuits. 
Salvation is by Christ alone and not 
by the seven-come-eleven chance of dy- 
ing at a moment when one is in a state 
of grace. Let us be instant in giving 
the gospel to these people who so plain- 
ly do not know what the gospel is. 


JOURNALISM 


The first number of a new journal is 
about to make its appearance—Christian- 
ity Today. It has been common knowl- 
edge in evangelical circles for the past 
two years that the new paper would 
appear as the opposite number to the 
Christian Century. 

There is need for such a paper in that 
field. Let’s face it—the Christian Century 
is one of the best edited journals in 
America and probably the best edited 
religious journal in the world. It is 
often superficial in its spiritual attitudes, 
but it is never stuffy. It is often human- 
istic, but it is always humanitarian. It 
has a high view of man, but a low view 
of Christ. It is always completely ra- 
tional and too often rationalistic. Be- 
cause its premises are so often false its 
logical conclusions are frequently faulty. 

Christianity Today is up against great 
competition, and because we are so 


much in -accord with so many of its 
principles we wish it the highest suc- 
cess. ETERNITY is in a different field, a 
different league. We are a magazine of 


Bible study, and our back copies ate: 


frequently as useful five or ten years 


after publication as they are on the date’ 


of issue. 

Professor Carl Henry has a leave of 
absence from Fuller Theological Semin- 
ary for one year to become editor-in- 
chief of the new paper, and is flanked 
by Dr. L. Nelson Bell, ex-medical mis- 
sionary to China, and better known as 
the father-in-law of Billy Graham. The 
third member of the editorial triur- 
verate is Dr. Marcellus Kik. He is, of all 
things, a post-millenarian. In his book 
on Revelation he holds what to us is a 
strange view that Satan is now bound 
in the chains of the gospel. 

If an evangelical counterpoint to the 
Christian Century is needed, it must 
have a positive note. The above com- 
bination seems to augur sour notes of 
uncertain sound. We have been told that 
an agreement has been reached within 
the board that no position on eschatology 
will be taken for two years. 

Because of our general theological 
unity we have a word for Christianity 
Today that its editorial board must 
heed, we believe, if they are to succeed. 
There must be a strong, unified position 
on the doctrine of the second coming 
of Christ. Anyone who attempts to com 
ment on current events must do so in 
the light of Bible prophecy. Failure to 
do this will bring confusion and date 
every editorial utterance on current 
events. 


TWO LIVES 


Knopf has published H. L. Mencken’s 
notebooks under the title, Minority 
Report. The great cynic of Baltimore, 
who had such an influence on the youth 
of his generation, wrote that he had high 
respect for Calvinists and that he de- 
spised people who had been Calvinists 
and who had abandoned their position. 
A very revealing paragraph is found 
near the end of his life. 

“As I grow older,” he wrote, “I am 
unpleasantly impressed by the fact that 
giving each human being but one life 
is a bad scheme. He should have two 
at the lowest—one for observing and 
studying the world, and the other for 
formulating and setting down his con- 
clusions about it. Forced, as he is by the 
present irrational arrangement, to un- 
dertake the second function before he 
has made any substantial progress with 
the first, he limps along like an athlete 
only half trained. His competitors, to be 
sure, are in the same case, and in con- 
sequence his inadequacy tends to be con- 
cealed, but it is there none the less, and 
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At least fifty thousand people are crowded into fourteen apartment blocks. 


Only a few years remain to Western 
missionaries in the Orient, reports the Ed- 


itor-in-Chief, urging immediate aid 


back twelve times. Now our airplane was gliding down 

for a landing on the tip of the mainland of Asia. Hong 
Kong, one of the most beautiful harbors in the world, lay 
beneath us. Out at sea there were hundreds of fishing boats 
with their graceful sails. The main island with Victoria Peak 
lay to our left and the mountains of Red China were to our 
right. We came down, Kowloon side, and soon were greeting 
the missionaries who had come to meet us. 

The first time I came to this little colony, so important 
in British relations with the Far East, it was a bustling, 
commercial city with a population of a little more than half 
a million. Now the Communist broom had been pushed 
across China, a flood of fleeing refugees ahead of it, and 
more than three millions of people are packed into it. A 
great seaport can be a beautiful thing with its traffic of ships 
and its smell of world trade. Hong Kong has all of this 
plus the fact that its ships anchor in the roadstead and the 
hundreds of little ships are junks and sampans. The moun- 
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\E we left Philadelphia we have turned our watches 


To avoid deing wrong is not necessarily doing good 


tains rising all around and covered with tropical verdure 
lend further beauty. Hong Kong has long been classified, 
with San Francisco and Rio de Janerio, as one of the three 
most beautiful harbors in the world. But what makes this 
place of interest to us are the three million souls here, souls 
for whom Christ died. 

We were met by old friends, Dr. and Mrs. Charles Rob- 
erts, old China hands, and themselves refugees from the 
famed mission work of the Bible Institute of Los Angeles 
in Changsha. Before the war I visited Changsha where two 
magnificent buildings had been erected, one to house Yale- 
in-China, the other for the Bible Institute of Los Angeles. 
A Bible Institute is some times despised and rejected of 
intellectuals. Now, twenty years, two wars, and a revolution 
later, the two schools are known by their fruits. Yale pro- 
duced a crop of students many of whom became Communist 
leaders. BIOLA produced a crop of Christian leaders, many 
of whom have suffered for the name of Christ. Dr. Roberts 
now pastors an English church in Hong Kong, eighty per 
cent of the members being highly educated Chinese. He is 
reputed to be the best Bible teacher in the colony both in 
English and in Chinese. With great foresight he has secured 
a piece of land, ten miles from the city, given to him by an 
Indian Parsee industrialist, to establish a center in a fast- 
growing factory district. 

It would be impossible to tell of all the works in this city. 
It is said that there are two thousand British and American 
missionaries here. The most spectacular work is being done 
by the Southern Baptists, who have erected two great edu- 
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cational institutions, a high school for girls and one for boys. 
The buildings are as fine as any similar schools in America. 
We were told that they are about to build a university also. 
The importance of this work can not be overestimated. The 
Chinese are people with an ancient culture and with a pro- 
found respect for education. Just this week the papers have 
been filled with the hundreds of names of those who passed 
high school entrance examinations. Nineteen thousand took 
the examinations; 8,000 passed. Today the papers speak of 
the suicide of a sixteen-year-old who failed and of the disap- 
pearance of a fourteen-year-old who could not stand the dis- 
grace of failure. Let American high school students think 
this over! Young people who call themselves Christians 
should realize that sin consists not only in lying, stealing, 
and such acts, but that sin consists in getting a B in school 
if one has the mind to get an A. If one has only a B brain 
then.the sin would consist in getting a C! 

Out of our hotel window we could see long lines of people 
queueing up every day. At first we thought that they were 
waiting to get into a nearhy clinic. We later learned that 
they were students and their families waiting to get return 
visas so that, after a visit to their homes in Red China, they 
might be permitted to return to Hong Kong. This reminded 
us very forcibly that Britain has recognized Red China and 
that there are regular relations between the two countries. 
The papers spoke of the first convoy of forty-one British 
automobiles crossing the line for sale or for the use of high 
functionaries in China. It is estimated that there are thou- 
sands of Communist spies in Hong Kong. 

Time magazine publishes an overseas edition that is avail- 
able at the same time that the American edition appears in 
the United States. We obtained the issue of July 23, on the 
day of our arrival in the colony. It had a news story that 
would have been frightful if it had been read in Philadel- 
phia. Read in Hong Kong, it raised our hackles, and all the 
more since everyone here with whom we spoke agreed that 
it was in no wise exaggerated. It is worth printing and 
prayerfully digesting. 


Father to the Man 

“Only ninety coastal miles separate Canton and Hong 
Kong, but they are two whole worlds apart. In the last days 
of free Canton, before the Communists took over, Hsiao 
Tao-huang and her husband said goodbye to her sister 
Hsiao Ming, who was pregnant and was staying behind with 
her husband. At first the two families wrote occasionally, 
but then it became wiser not to. Recently in Canton, Hsiao 
Ming took advantage of relaxed Communist exit rules, went 
south to Hong Kong for a visit. She had to leave one member 
of the family behind, her husband. But she brought along 
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her child Li Po, who just had finished his first term in the 
state-run kindergarten. He wore a dark blue Lenin uniform 
and, for a boy of five, a preternaturally grave expression. 

“Little Li Po gawked at the food on the Huang’s table, 
then pitched in with his chopsticks ahead of everyone else. 
The Huangs were startled, but his mother remarked defen- 
sively that food was scarce in Canton because Red China ‘is 
saving to build for the future.’ ‘I and young men like me,’ 
announced little Li Po at this point, ‘will be masters of the 
future.’ A pall of silence fell over the meal. 

“Suddenly Li Po slammed his tiny hand onto the table, 
and bowls and chopsticks jumped into the air. Proudly he 
exhibited a black blotch on his palm. ‘Ha,’ he cried, grin- 
ning for the first time, ‘I have exterminated another fly.’ 
Embarrassed, his mother mentioned the Reds’ campaign to 
destroy the four pests. Li Po broke in: ‘I have already 
trapped and killed 20 rats and sparrows and exterminated 
300 mosquitoes and flies.’ Hsiao Ming ordered her son to go 
off and wash his hands. Li Po had expected praise. Wounded, 
he replied, ‘Stop ordering me about like an American run- 
ning dog.’ 

“Next morning the Huangs were awakened an hour 
earlier than usual by the loud singing of their little guest. 


(Continued on page 31) 


















































Communist Children’s Poster: “Driving the American into the Sea” 








A SECOND LOOK AT THE DEAD SEA SCROLLS 


MESSIANIC EXPECTATIONS 


AT QUMRAN 


amore the many fascinating aspects of the study of the 
Dead Sea Scrolls few, if any, are so important as the 
lines of prophetic interpretation accepted by the Jewish com- 
munity to which these manuscripts belonged. And among 
the various aspects of their prophetic interpretation none 
has been the subject of more debate (and, it must be added, 
more confusion) than their messianic expectation. 

The community, let us remind ourselves, had its head- 
quarters at Khirbet Qumran, north-west of the Dead Sea, 
from about 100 B.c. to a.p. 68 or thereby. The approach of 
a Roman army in the latter year made it necessary for them 
to vacate their headquarters, but first they stored their 
library for safety in the caves with which the neighboring 
rocky slopes were honeycombed. They were never able to 
return and recover their library, which accordingly remained 
in the caves for centuries, slowly moldering away, until it 
came to light again in 1947 and succeeding years—in a sadly 
fragmentary condition—to introduce an unexpected and 
revolutionary element into biblical studies. 

The venerated leader of the community, called the Teach- 
er of Righteousness, flourished in the first half of the last 
pre-Christian century. It was under his direction that his 
followers withdrew to the wilderness of Judea, there to play 
the part of the righteous remnant of Israel in accordance 
with the words of Isaiah 40:3 (as they understood them): 

In the wilderness prepare ye the way of Jehovah; 

Make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
The Teacher of Righteousness was not regarded as a Messiah 
in any sense (so far as evidence shows). He was (as his title 
indicates) a teacher, but a teacher who, in the eyes of his 
disciples, was endowed with a special degree of divine illu- 
mination. He certainly was an original student and ex- 
positor of Hebrew Scripture, and his interpretations con- 
trolled not only the beliefs but also the actions of the com- 
munity of Qumran. 

It was acknowledged that God had revealed the events of 
the future to His servants the prophets, but one thing He 
had not revealed to them, and that was the precise time at 
which these events would take place. This further revela- 
tion, however, was granted to the Teacher of Righteousness, 
who made it known to his followers. The prophets. as Peter 
was to express it in later days, inquired and searched ‘ili 
gently in order to discover what person or time was indica *d 
by the Spirit under whose control they uttered their prec c- 
tions, but what was hidden from them was unfolded to te 
Teacher of Righteousness and his school. So, at least, tl ey 
held. 
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The basic feature of the Teacher's interpretation was his 
conviction that the days of which all the prophets spoke 
were close at hand. If Balaam spoke of the emergence of 
“a star out of Jacob” (Num. 24:17), if Moses spoke of a 
prophet like himself whom God would raise up (Deut. 
18:15), if Isaiah spoke of the Assyrian who was to fall 
“with the sword, not of man” (Isa. 31:8), if Habakkuk 
spoke of the invasion of Judah by “the Chaldaeans, that 
bitter and hasty nation” (Hab. 1:6), if Ezekiel spoke of the 
downfall of “Gog, of the land of Magog” (Ezek. 38:2), the 
Teacher understood that these persons and events belonged 
not to the days in which the prophets themselves lived but 
to the days which were immediately to follow his own day. 
The prophets had spoken by divine inspiration, but divine 
inspiration was necessary also to interpret their words aright, 
and this latter form of divine inspiration had (it was be- 
lieved) been bestowed upon the Teacher of Righteousness, 
who himself turned out to be the subject of many of the 
prophetic oracles. Habakkuk, for example, had been told 
that his vision of the final vindication of divine righteous- 
ness would be realized at “the appointed time” (Hab. 2:3), 
but he was not told when the appointed time would come. 
This additional information, however, was given to the 
Teacher of Righteousness, to whom Habakkuk had pointed 
forward in the words “that he may run who reads it.” 


But of all the Old Testament prophecies, none was so 
keenly studied by the Teacher and his followers as the Book 
of Daniel. This is not surprising if, as is highly probable, 
they belonged to the school of students and instructors 
whom Daniel calls the maskilim—“they that are wise among 
the people” (Dan. 11:33), ARV) or “the teachers of the 
people” (ARV margin). In Daniel 11:33 the sufferings of 
these maskilim in the persecution tnder Antiochus Epi- 
phanes are described; but the Dead Sea Scrolls make it plain 
that they survived that persecution and made it their aim, 
in the following generations, to fulfil the charge laid upon 
the maskilim in Daniel 12:3, the turning of many to right- 
eousness. 

But the turning of many to righteousness is elsewhere in 
the Old Testament made the task of another prophetic 
figure. In Isaiah 53:11 similar words are used of the obe- 
dient and suffering Servant of the Lord: “by his knowledge 
shall my righteous servant justify many (literally, ‘make the 
many righteous’): and he shall bear their inquities.” The 
men of Qumran put these two passages together, and re- 
garded it as their duty to fulfill them. They believed that 
their community was the Servant of the Lord of Isaiah 
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52:138—53:12, and also that it was the Son of Man of Daniel 
7:13. Their teacher told them that by enduring affliction for 
righteousness’ sake and by devoting themselves to the pains- 
taking study and practice of the law in their wilderness re- 
treat they would not only secure acceptance for themselves 
in the sight of God but would also achieve propitiation for 
the errors of their fellow-Israelites and procure their justifi- 
cation. 

This was indeed a noble ideal, and it rested in part on a 
remarkable degree of insight into a truth that is gradually 
winning recognition in our own day—that Daniel’s “one like 
unto a son of man” was from the first intended to be identi- 
fied with the Isaianic Servant of the Lord. This identifica- 
tion, too, is bound up with our Lord’s whole conception of 
His messianic work: when He calls Himself the Son of 
Man He does not designate Himself only as the One to 
whom judgment and dominion have been given, but also 
as the One who must suffer many things and be set at 
naught (Mark 9:12). 

It is a matter of history and experience (to put it no 
higher, as we very well might) that the aim which the men 
of Qumran failed to achieve in their way was triumphantly 
accomplished by our Lord in His way—the way of the cross. 
For even today more men and women than we can count are 
prepared to tell gladly how His passion has brought to them 
the assurance of forgiveness and peace with God. 

But while we recognize the Qumran community’s failure, 
and may even think ourselves competent to say why they 
failed, we cannot withhold our admiration for their whole- 
hearted pursuit of vicarious righteousness on their people’s 
behalf. 

With their task of expiation, however, they associated an- 
other which they would have to discharge at the end-time. If 
their community embodied the figure of the Son of Man, 
they would one day be called upon to execute judgment, 
both upon the ungodly leaders in Israel who willfully led 
the nation astray and upon the heathen oppressors of Israel 
too. 

It has often been felt that the distinct and verifiable pic- 
ture of Antiochus Epiphanes given to us in Daniel 11:21-35 
is dissolved in the following verses into something much 
more difficult to identify with any historical course of events. 
The Qumran community felt this in their day, and believed 
that the closing part of Daniel 11 together with chapter 12 
remained to be fulfilled in the near future. The abomination 
of desolation had been removed, the dominion of Antiochus 
and his dynasty over Judea had been broken, and in their 
place the priest-kings of the Hasmonean family ruled. But 
although the Hasmoneans were an honorable Jewish fam- 
ily, their accession to power could not be equated with the 
bringing in of everlasting righteousness. Their assumption 
of the high-priesthood was criticized, because (although they 
were priests) they did not belong to the house of Zadok, 
which had held that supremely sacred office for eight hun- 
dred years, from Solomon to Antiochus. Moreover, they per- 
secuted godly men who (like the Teacher of Righteousness) 
opposed their policies on religious grounds. 

Therefore, when the Roman occupation of Judea began 
in 63 B.c., the men of Qumran felt that the diminution of 
Hasmonean power which followed was a divine judgment. 
But the Romans, though they were the executors of this 
divine judgment, were not guiltless themselves. They too 
oppressed the godly, and the men of Qumran had no diffi- 
culty in seeing in them the Assyrians of Isaiah and the 
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Chaldaeans of Habakkuk and so forth. The events foretold 
from Daniel 11:36 onwards were about.to be unfolded. The - 
unprecedented time of trouble described in Daniel 12:1 was 
in process of developing. The eschatological warfare against 
Gog would soon be waged. But in this warfare, they be- 
lieved, they must play their part. 

Accordingly, they set themselves to study the principles of 
the ancient institution of the holy war in the early books 
of the Old Testament, and at the same time they studied 
the principles of contemporary strategy, tactics and wea- 
pons in the latest Roman military manuals. The result of 
their study of these two disparate bodies of literature 
may be read in the remarkable treatise called the Rule of 
War (also referred to as The War of the Sons of Light 
against the Sons of Darkness). When the hour struck, they 
would march to the help of the Lord against the mighty. 
The first target of their attack would be the Roman armies, 
which would be expelled from Syria and Egypt within six 
years. The sons of light would then occupy Jerusalem and 
restore a pure sacrificial worship in the temple under a 
worthy priesthood. The seventh year would be observed as 
a sabbatical year, and after that, for thirty-three years, they 
would wage war against the other ancestral enemies of Is- 
rael round about. They would win three battles and lose 
three, but in the seventh and last battle Michael would stand 
up for their defense, as was foretold in Daniel 12:1, and final 
victory would be assured for the righteous cause. 

Then would follow the judgment, the resurrection and 
the Messianic Age. 

When the Teacher of Righteousness died before the in- 
auguration of this new order, the belief arose among his 
followers that he would be raised from the dead in advance 
of the resurrection of the just in general, to resume and 
complete his ministry as the forerunner of the Messianic 
Age. He would, in fact, fill the role which in commoner 
Jewish expectation was reserved for Elijah. It does not ap- 
pear, however, that he was identified with Elijah in the way 
that John the Baptist was. Nor was he identified with an- 
other eschatological prophet—the second Moses of Deuteron- 
omy 18:15 ff. This eschatological prophet was one of three 
figures whose rise, in Qumran expectation, would mark the 
beginning of the Messianic Age. The other two were a priest 
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upsets the normal rhythm of your heart. 

effect on spiritual life. The man who is occupied 
keep him from hearing the voice of God in his hea 
frustrated. It is impossible for there to be 

of heart, and peace of soul in the 
noisy! This is why God has said, “Be still! an 
(Ps. 46:10). 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 





SLANDER IN BRAZIL 

Characterizing the Brazilian Presby- 
terian Church as orthodox in doctrine, 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, conservative leader 
of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. 
(Southern), describes as “Slander in 
Brazil” the schismatic movement that 
centers around the Rev. Israel Gueiros, 
of Recife. 

Dr. Bell, father-in-law of Billy Graham 
and a former medical missionary to 
China, branded the efforts of those seek- 
ing to portray Gueiros as one conducting 
a “brave fight” against “modernism” 
as the “most flagrant case of untrue 
and unjust accusations against Christian 
brethren that he has ever heard of.” 

The defense of the orthodoxy of the 
Brazilian Presbyterian Church and the 
repudiation of the claims of Gueiros 
were contained in an exclusive article 
published in a recent issue of the South- 
ern Presbyterian Journal, organ of the 
strongly conservative forces within the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. 

Dr. Bell warned Christians against 
contributing to the proposed new sem- 
inary in Recife for which Gueiros is now 
attempting to raise funds in the United 
States. Gueiros and his cause have been 
sponsored here by an_ ultra-separatist 
figure whose leadership recently was re- 
pudiated by his own followers. 


RED DOPE SUPPLY 


Communist China has taken steps, it 
was reported today, to insure its con- 
tinued lead as the world’s largest pro- 
ducer and supplier of raw opium and 
narcotics. 

Statistics available in Hong Kong said 
the Peiping regime has allocated more 
than 1,500 square miles of land in 1957 
for growing the opium poppy for even- 
tual illicit drug trade. 

The expected yield will be 8,000 tons, 
virtually an incalculable treasure of hun- 
dreds of millions of dollars at smugglers’ 
and market prices. 

In addition to gaining foreign cur- 
rency from the sale of the opium—one 
ton of opium in some areas is worth 
$40,000, for example—the Communists 
expect to use it as a weapon of subver- 
sion and corruption in the Far East and 
the United States. 

(A U. S. Senate investigating commit- 
tee recently named as “particularly vi- 
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cious” the drug trade from the China 
mainland, and reported: 

Subversion through drug addiction is 
in established aim of Communist China.) 


HROMADKA ON PREJUDICE 

Prof. Joseph L. Hromadka of Prague, 
Czech Protestant theologian, has called 
upon the World Council of Churches to 
help end the “falsified notions” about 
life in other countries that he said pre- 
vailed in both Eastern and Western 
countries. 

He spoke at the annual meeting of the 
World Council’s Central Committee 
which was held this year for the first 
time in a Communist country. 

“It is the urgent task of the Worid 
Council of Churches,” Dr. Hromadka 
said, “to combat the petrified notions, 
prejudices, self-isolation and inner es- 
trangement that prevail in both East and 
West.” 

Dr. Hromadka, who is dean of the 
theological faculty at the University of 
Prague, spoke of the “cold war” as a 
vicious threat to better mutual under- 
standing. 

“We need,” he said, “to be free in the 
innermost depths of our souls. Our ecu- 
menical conferences must be a struggle 
for this inner freedom, to get away 
from our own prejudices.” 

Another speaker on the theme of 
East-West understanding was Francis 
Pickens Miller of Charlottesville, Va., a 
Presbyterian, who said that “the false 
picture being given in the world today 
of other peoples is the greatest menace 
to peace.” 

Dr. John A. Mackay, president of 
Princeton (N. J.) Theological Seminary, 
said the Christian Church cannot ac- 
cept dictates from any government re- 
garding contacts between Christians, 
wherever they may be. 


PERSECUTION IN CHINA 

August 8, marked the first anniversary 
of the arrest and subsequent imprison- 
ment of Pastor and Mrs. Wang Ming 
Tao of the Christian Church in Peiping. 
The charge against them was “opposi- 
tion to the revolution,” and their accus- 
ers were leaders of the government-spon- 
sored church of China. Wang Ming Tao 
has been for the last thirty years one of 
China’s outstanding preachers and is con- 
sidered by many to be the spiritual lead- 


er of that segment of the Chinese church 
which has rejected Communism and re- 
mained true to the gospel. 

Following their arrest Wang Ming 
Tao and his wife were sentenced to fif- 
teen years of hard labor. It has now 
been reported that she died in solitary 
confinement. Of the eighteen Christian 
college students arrested in August, 1955, 
and of the pastor’s assistant who at- 
tempted to continue their work, nothing 
is known. 

Meanwhile, the same type of opposi- 
tion directed against the Wang Ming 
Tao congregations is being aimed at the 
Little Flock group. Led by a man named 
Ni T’o Sheng, the Little Flock is the 
largest indigenous church group in 
China. 

Accusations against these believers re- 
cently published by the government- 
sponsored church refer to them as an 
“anti-revolutionary” group hidden in the 
Christian Meeting Place on Nanyang 
Road in Shanghai which has for many 
years been harmful to the country, the 
church and the people.” The publica- 
tion further states that the members of 
the Little Flock group are “betraying the 
country and people and they have served 
the United States and Bandit Chiang 
Kai Shek in opposing the government.” 


HAITIAN TREATY BEFORE CONGRESS 


The State Department disclosed here 
that it will press for Senate ratification 
in the next Congress of the controversial 
treaty with Haiti which omits the cus- 
tomary guarantee of religious liberty to 
American citizens residing abroad. 

Thorsten V. Kallijarvi, acting deputy 
undersecretary of state, advised the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals that 
the treaty “remains before the Foreign 
Relations Committee for such disposi- 
tion as may be decided upon at the next 
session.” 

The NAE had asked the State Depart- 
ment to withdraw the pending treaty of 
friendship, commerce and navigation 
with Haiti until “the usual provisions 
for religious liberty can be inserted.” 

Similar opposition had been voiced by 
other Protestant groups which asked the 
Foreign Relations Committee to hold 
public hearings on the measure. But 
the Senate group did not consider the 
treaty before Congress adjourned. 
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Since the pact cannot go into effect 


‘untul the Senate ratifies it by two-thirds 
vote, this means that the old treaty will ‘ 


remain in force. 

Mr. Kallijarvi pointed out the depart- 
ment approved postponement of the 
treaty at this session ot Congress because 
it did not wish to delay action on three 
other treaties of the same type. betore 
the Senate. 

The treaties with Iran, Nicaragua, and 
the Netherlands contained provisions 
guaranteeing religious rights of Ameri- 
can citizens and were all ratified by the 
Senate before adjournment. 


RULES AGAINST GIDEON BIBLES 


Distribution of Gideon Bibles in the 
public schools was ruled in Harrisburg 
a violation of the state and federal con- 
stitutions by Deputy Attorney Gen. El- 
mer T. Bolla. The opinion was rendered 
at the request of Charles H. Boehm, state 
superintendent of public instruction. 

Mr. Boehm asked for a ruling by the 
state department of justice on the mat- 
ter after Spencer Coxe of the American 
Civil Liberties Union had questioned 
a proposal by officials of Haverford (Pa.) 
High School to permit the Gideon So- 
ciety to place New Testaments on a table 
in the principal's office where students 
wishing to do so could pick them up. 

Mr. Coxe’s query, in turn, had been 
prompted by a question raised by Mrs. 
Thomas Kite Sharpless of Haverford 
Township. 

The ofier by Gideons International to 
provide the New Testaments for distri- 
bution to senior high pupils at the new 
secondary school in Haverford had been 
coupled with one to furnish a Bible for 
each classroom in the institution. 

On the basis of the justice department 
ruling, officials of the high school ac- 
cepted the Bibles for the classrooms but 
declined the offer of New Testaments 
for students desiring them. 

Pennsylvania’s Public School Code 
provides that at least ten verses from the 
Bible be read, without comment, in 
public school classrooms each day. Many 
of the Bibles used for this purpose in 
schools throughout the state have been 
provided by the Gideons. 


U. P. ANTI-MERGER GROUP 


Twenty laymen of the United Presby- 
terian Church of North America have 
organized in Pittsburgh a committee to 
spearhead opposition to that commun- 
ion’s proposed merger with the Presby- 
terian Church in the U. S. A. 

Union of the two church bodies was 
approved by their respective General As- 
semblies last spring and sent down to 
the presbyteries of both denominations 
for ratification. The merger would create 
a United Presbyterian Church in the 
U. S. A. with a combined membership 
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of about 3,000,000—of which some 245,- 


000 would come from the present United 
Presbyterian Church. 
Under the leadership of James B. Gra- 
ham, temporary chairman, the committee 
sent letters to more than 900 United 
Presbyterian ministers and elders asking 
for the names of persons who might feel 
the committee’s position “deserves a 
hearing.” 


SPAIN SUED FOR BIBLE RAID 


In Spain, the government has re- 
ceived a note from Britain’s Lord Read- 
ing, Minister of State for Foreign Af- 
fairs, demanding either the return of a 
large quantity of Scripture portions and 
Bibles or full compensation. Some 35,000 
Bibles, Testaments and Gospels were 
seized at the Madrid headquarters of the 
British and Foreign Bible Society last 
April 24. 


‘SEE THE LAND’ 


In Israel, the Board of the Govern- 
ment Tourist Corporation decided to 
adopt as its official emblem two of the 
twelve men Moses sent to Canaan. The 
emblem depicts the two men bringing 
back a cluster of grapes and carries the 
inscription ‘Visit Israel” together with 
the quotation “And see the Land, what 
it is” (Numbers 13:19). 


INDIAN DEFENDS MISSIONARIES 


Christian missionaries in India’ were 
defended in Bombay by Dr. Hare Krish- 
na Mahatab, Governor of Bombay, in 
an address broadcast by the All-India 
Radio. 

The official expressed “deep regret” 
over what he called “a controversy now 
raging” over the activities of the mission- 
aries, 

He said this is especially unfortunate 
at a time when the world is progressing 
toward understanding that all real reli- 
gions share certain basic principles in 
common. 

Dr. Mahatab’s talk came in the wake 
of the recently published report by an 
official commission of inquiry in Madhya 
Pradesh which charged that Christian 
evangelization aims at reviving “Western 
supremacy,” and called for the with- 
drawal of foreign missionaries engaged 
primarily in proselytizing. 

The governor declared that the Chris- 
tian missionaries have made a consider- 
able contribution toward the progress of 
India. He said “we should not think of 
closing our doors to anyone. If we think 
in terms of exclusiveness we shall not 
make any progress.” 

Dr. Mahatab took special issue with 
the charge that Christian evangelists are 
“exploiting unsophisticated and unedu- 
cated people in backward areas.” 

“My view is,” he said, “that a liberal 
education without distinction of caste or 
community can help our people toward 


progress, but not a policy. of isolation. 
Fortunately such isolation has been dis- 
appearing gradually during the past two 
centuries.” ae 
Dr. Mahatab concluded by saying, “I 
am glad that this controversy over Chris-_ 
tian missionaries has not included many 
people in the country.” 


CHURCH MEMBERSHIP STILL SOARS 


For the first time, church membership 
in the United States has passed the 
100,000,000 mark. 

The new total, as compiled from offi- 
cial statistics of the churches by the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, is 100,162,- 
529 in all faiths. 

In percentages, exactly 60.9 per cent 
of all Americans are church members— 
a gain of 2.8 over the previous year. The 
population rise in the same period was 
1.8. 

With the exception of the Depression 
Mid-Thirties, church membership gains 
have been steadily outstrippirig popula- 
tion gains since the turn of the century. 
One hundred years ago less than 20 per 
cent of Americans belonged to churches. 
In 1900 the figure was 36 per cent; in 
1910, 43 per cent; in 1930, 47 per cent; 
in 1950, 57 per vent. 

Protestants gained 1,324,425 (2.3 per 
cent) during the past year. Roman Catho- 
lics increased by 993,315 (3.1 per cent). 
Jewish membership remained the same, 
while Eastern Orthodox Churches gained 
362,726 (17.9 percent). 

In proportion to population, Protes- 
tants number 35.5 per cent; Roman 
Catholics, 20.3 per cent—virtually the 
same ratio as has existed for many gen- 
erations. 


GLASSER LEAVES FOR SINGAPORE 


The Rev. Arthur F. Glasser, Assistant 
Home Director of the China Inland 
Mission Overseas Missionary Fellowship, 
is to spend a year on the Mission's ad- 
ministrative staff in Singapore. 

Filling the post of Assistant Overseas 
Director and succeeding the Rev. John 
B. Kuhn, who is unable to return to 
the field at this time, Mr. Glasser will 
be thus further prepared for future 
duties on the home staff. He expects to 
arrive in Singapore in time to sit on 
the Overseas Council, Oct. 2-12, which 
convenes biennially. 

Accompanying Mr. Glasser will be his 
wife and their youngest daughter, Carol 
(5). Two other children, Sammy (11) 
and Anne (8), will attend school in 
Wheaton, III. 


PERON’S ‘CONVERSION’ 


Juan Peron, high-living ex-dictator of 
Argentina, has now come out with a 
clear statement of his religious views. 

(Continued on page 28) 
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“To be an other than I am I must abandon thatIam.” Chrysostom. 





WE ARE 
BECOMING 
WHAT WE 
LOVE 


By A. W. TOZER 


moved from what we were to what we are, and we 
are now moving toward what we shall be. 

That our character is not solid but fluid is not in itself 
a disturbing thought. Indeed, the man who knows himself 
may take great comfort in the realization that he is not 
fixed in his present state, that he may cease to be what he 
is ashamed that he has ever been, and go on to be “remolded 
nearer to the heart’s desire.” 

The perturbing thought is not that we are becoming, but 
what we are becoming; not that we are moving, but 
toward what we are moving. For it is not in human 
nature to move on a horizontal plane; we are either 
ascending or descending, mounting up or sinking down. 
When a moral being travels from one to another position 
it must always be toward the worse or toward the better. 
This corresponds to a spiritual law revealed in the Revela- 
tion: “Let the evil-doer do worse and worse, let the base 
grow baser and baser, let the upright man be more and 
more upright, and the man who is holy be more and more 
holy” (22:11, Goodspeed). 

Not only are we all in process of becoming; we are 
becoming what we love. We are to a large degree the sum 
of our loves; and we will of moral necessity grow into the 
image of what we love most for love is among other things 
a creative affinity; it changes and molds and shapes and 
transforms. It is without doubt the most powerful agent 
affecting human nature next to the direct action of the 
Holy Spirit of God within the soul. 


W are all in process of becoming. We have already 
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What we love is therefore not a small matter to be 
lightly shrugged off; rather it is of present, critical, and 
everlasting importance. It is prophetic of our future. It 
tells us what we shall be, and so predicts accurately our 
eternal destiny. 

Loving wrong objects is fatal to spiritual growth; it 
twists and deforms the life and makes impossible the 
appearing of the image of Christ in the soul. It is only 
as we love right objects that we become right, and only 
as we go on loving them that we continue to experience 
a slow but continuous transmutation toward the objects 
of our purified affection. 

This furnishes in part (but only in part) a rational 
explanation for the first and greatest commandment: “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with 
all thy soul, and with all thy mind.” 

To become like God is and must be the supreme goal 
of all moral creatures. This is the reason for their creation, 
the end apart from which no excuse can be found for 
their existence. Leaving out of consideration for the mo- 
ment those strange and beautiful heavenly beings of which 
we have hints in the Bible but about which we know so 
little, we concentrate upon the fallen race of mankind. 
Once made in the image of God we kept not our first 
estate, but left our proper habitation, consorted with 
Satan and walked according to the course of this world, 
according to the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
that now worketh in the children of disobedience. But 
God who is rich in mercy, for His great love wherewith 
He loved us even when we were dead in sins, provided 
atonement for us. The supreme work of Christ in redemp- 
tion is not to save us from hell but to restore us to God- 
likeness again, the purpose being stated in Romans 8: 
“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to 
be conformed to the image of his Son” (verse 29). 

While perfect restoration to the divine image awaits the 
day of Christ’s appearing, the work of restoration is now 
going on. There is a slow but steady transmutation of the 
base metal of human nature into the gold of Godlikeness 
effected by the faith-filled gaze of the soul at the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ (II Cor. 3:18). 

Right here we might.do well to anticipate a difficulty 
and try to clear it away, a difficulty that arises from an 
erroneous conception of love. The problem may be stated 
this way: Love is whimsical, unpredictable and almost 
wholly beyond our control. It springs up, burns on, or 
dies of itself. How then can we control our love? How 
can we direct it toward worthy objects? And particularly, 
how can we force it to rest on God as the proper and 
permanent object of its devotion? 

Were love indeed unpredictable and beyond our control, 
these questions could have no satisfactory answers, and our 
outlook would be hopeless. The simple truth is, however, 
that spiritual love is not the capricious and irresponsible 
emotion men mistakenly believe it to be. It is the servant 
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of the will and must ever go where it is sent and do what 
it is told. The romantic phrase “fall in love” has given 
people the notion that we are perforce victims of the 
arrows of Cupid and can have no control over our affec- 
tions. The average young person these days expects to 
fall in love after the love-in-idleness pattern of Oberon 
and Titania and be swept away by a tempest of delightful 
emotions. Unconsciously we extend this concept of love 
to our relation to our Creator and ask, How can we make 
ourselves love God supremely? 

The answer to this and all related questions is that 
the love we have for God is not the love of feeling, but 
the love of willing. Love is within our power of choice, 
otherwise we would not be commanded to love God nor 
be held accountable for not loving Him. 

The taking over of the romantic love ideal into our 
relation to God has been extremely injurious to our 
Christian lives. The idea that we should “fall in love” 
with God is ignoble, unscriptural, unworthy of us and 
certainly does no honor to the Most High God. We do 
not come to love God by a sudden emotional visitation. 
Love for God results from repentance, amendment of life, 
and a fixed determination to love Him. As God moves 
more perfectly into the focus of our hearts our love for 
Him may indeed rise and swell within us till, like a flood, it 
sweeps everything before it. But we should not wait for 
this intensity of feeling. We are not responsible to feel, 
but we are responsible to love, and true spiritual love 
begins in the will. We should set our hearts to love God 
supremely, however cold or hard they may seem to be, 
and go on to confirm our love by careful and happy 
obedience to His Word. Enjoyable emotions are sure to 
follow. Bird song and blossoms do not make the spring, 
but when the spring comes they come with it. 

Now I would hasten to disclaim all sympathy with the 
popular salvation-by-will-power cult. I am in radical dis- 
agreement with all forms of quasi-Christianity that depend 
upon the “latent power within us” or trust to “creative 
thinking” instead of to the power of God. All these paper- 
thin religious philosophies break down at the same place— 
in the erroneous assumption that the stream of human 
nature can be made to run backward up over the falls. 
This it can never do. “Salvation is of the Lord.” To be 
saved a lost man must be picked up bodily by the power 
of God and raised to a higher level. There must be an 
impartation of divine life in the wonder of the second 
birth before the words of the apostle apply to him: “But 
we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory 
of the Lord, are changed into the same image from glory 
to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord” (II Cor. 3:18). 

It has been established here, I hope, that human nature 
is in a formative state and that it is being changed into 
the image of the thing it loves. Men and women are 
being molded by their affinities, shaped by their affections, 
and powerfully transformed by the artistry of their loves. 
In the unregenerate world of Adam this produces day- 
by-day tragedies of cosmic proportions. Think of the 
power that turned an innocent pink-checked boy into a 
Nero or a Himmler. And was Jezebel always the “cursed 
woman” whose head and: hands with poetic justice the 
very dogs refused to eat? No; once she dreamed her pure 
girlish dreams and blushed at the thoughts of womanly 
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love; but soon she became interested in evil things, 
admired them, and went on at last to love them. There 
the law of moral affinity took over, and Jezebel, like 
clay in the hand of the potter, was turned to the deformed 
and hateful thing the chamberlains threw down from the 
window. 

For His own children our Heavenly Father has provided 
right moral objects for admiration and love. These are to 
God as the colors in the rainbow round about the throne. 
They are not God, but they are nearest to God; we cannot 
love Him without loving them, and as we love them we 
are enabled to love Him more. What are they? 

The first is righteousness. Our Lord Jesus loved right- 
eousness and hated iniquity (Heb. 1:9), and for this 
reason God anointed Him with the oil of gladness above 
His fellows. Here the pattern is fixed. To love is also 
to hate. The heart that is drawn to righteousness will be 
repulsed by iniquity in the same degree, and this moral 
repulsion is hate. The holiest man is the one who loves 
righteousness most and hates evil with the most perfect 
hatred. 

' The next is wisdom. From the Greeks we take the word 
“philosophy,” the love of wisdom, but before the Greek 
philosophers were the Hebrew prophets, and their concept 
of wisdom was loftier and more spiritual than anything 
known in Greece. The wisdom literature of the Old Testa- 
ment, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes (and to some degree the 
Psalms), breathes with a love of wisdom unknown even 
to Plato. So high do the Old Testament writers place 
wisdom that sometimes we can scarcely distinguish the 
wisdom that comes from God from the wisdom that is God. 
The Hebrews anticipated by some centuries the Greek idea 
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When Grant Wood painted scenes of his native lowa, he would us- 
ool take artistic license, painting the villages and wage the way he 
ished they looked, rather than as they were. Once he painted a 

aatitieats farm and then showed the picture to the farmer. The 
farmer looked at it and remarked, “Yep, looks just like it, and thanks 
for cutting the weeds.” 

There are two ways of epplying _ story. By nature we are inclined 
to cut the weeds when we think of ourselves, minimizing our own 
shortcomings and presenting ourselves as better than we really are. 
The weeds are still there and must be dealt with spiritually. But when 
we think of other people, too often we are inclined to see the 
When we talk about other people, love will have to cut the 
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Thou Shalt Be Saved... 
With the Mouth Confession is Made unto Salvation 


Romans 10:9,10 
WHAT IS 
SALVATION? 
BY THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF 


hat does it mean to be saved? So many well-intentioned 
Wana zealous Christians have gone around asking others 
whether or not they are saved that a great many people are 
familiar with the phrase without knowing the inner mean- 
ing of the truth. In fact, many of those who go around ask- 
ing the question do not always understand what they are 
asking. 

The Oxford English Dictionary devotes but a brief para- 
graph to the word “saved,” and, in addition to the meaning 
that has to do with the saving or economizing of money, it 
gives but one brief phrase of definition: “Delivered from 
damnation.” The Bible idea is far more than this. 


Salvation 


The Greek word soteria, which has been translated for us 
as “salvation” was a word known both to the Jews and the 
pagans. The early Christians, who were nearly all Jews, 
knew the word as it was used in the Septuagint translation 
of the Old Testament Scriptures. The pagans knew the 
word as it was used in their mystery religions. Paul used it, 
of course, because it was the word which was already in 
the Scriptures and which the Holy Spirit was giving to him 
to express all that God wants us to know of His divine plans 
for us; His hopes, His desires, His longings for us on whom 
He has so richly set His love. But, as Sir William Ramsay 
has pointed out, “To the pagans, the word carried meaning 
and power, not because it was in the Septuagint, but be- 
cause it expressed the desire of their hearts, and was familiar 
to them in their own religious observances.” 

To the pagans salvation was safety, health, and prosper- 
ity; but even in pagan usage there was an undertone that 
carried a.meaning that was beyond the present. It was not 
merely present safety, present health, and present prosper- 
ity, but a desire for future safety, health, and prosperity that 
went beyond the grave. Ramsey even says, “there is latent 
in the word some undefined and hardly conscious thought 
of the spiritual and the moral, which made it suit Paul’s 
purpose admirably.” Another writer, Professor H. A. A. 
Kennedy, discussing the way the pagans used this Greek 
word for salvation, says, “No unbiased mind can fail to 
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read between the lines almost pathetic indications of a crav- 
ing for fullness of life, for a real and enduring salvation.” 
It was thus that the pagans thought, even as today unsaved 
men have a craving and a longing for true life after death. 

In the Rome of Paul’s day the same ideas clung to their 
word which translated this Greek word into Latin. It is 
possible for us to catch a glimpse of something that was in 
the ancient word by noting how many different English 
words have come from the Latin word. One group of words 
pertains to health—salubrious, salutary, another group of 
words comes from the habit of greeting with the Latin word 
for salvation. This has given us salutation and salute. Other 
shades of meaning have come down to us in salvage, salvable, 
safe, and save. Our word salvation comes to us directly from 
the Latin. And, curiously enough, as the ancients thought 
that a certain plant could bring health, they called it sal- 
vation plant, and this has come down to us in salvia and 
even in the word sage for an herb. 


Christian Salvation 


Confining ourself to the biblical, Christian use of the 
word, we discover that several phases of the ancient ideas 
are incorporated in the New Testament word. There is the 
idea of deliverance, first on the low level of deliverance from 
bodily ills. It is in this sense that we find the word in the 
book of the Acts where Paul healed the impotent man. He 
arrived in Lystra (Acts 14:6-10) and almost immediately per- 
formed a miracle so noteworthy that the people of the 
community mistook him and his companion, Barnabas, for 
gods. Ramsay has translated the pertinent verses as follows: 
“They fled from Iconium into Lycaonia, with its cities Lystra 
and Derbe, and the region around the cities; and there they 
engaged in preaching the good news; and at Lystra a cer- 
tain man, impotent in the feet, was sitting—one lame from 
his birth, one who never walked—this man was listening 
to Paul preaching, and Paul, gazing fixedly on him (as if 
reading his very soul) and seeing that he had the faith for 
being saved, called loudly to him, ‘stand on thy feet up- 
right.’ ”” Both the King James Version and all modern trans- 
lations render this verb saved in its purely pagan sense 
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healed. Ramsay has translated the verb as saved in order 
to show the bridge between pagan thinking about this word 
and the full Christian use of it. He asks, “What was the 
salvation which the lame man at Lystra was capable of re- 
ceiving?” and shows that “the word in this place has hardly 
the Christian sense, but is used practically in the common 
pagan sense.” The King James Version says that Paul saw 
that he had faith to be made whole. The newer Revised 
Standard Version goes back toward the King James, saying 
that Paul saw that he had faith to be made well. 

From such a simple and narrow meaning the word is 
used in a larger spiritual and ethical sense. Thus we find 
Peter saying that “the longsuffering of the Lord is salva- 
tion” (II Pet. 3:15). Also we find the Lord Jesus speaking 
to Zaccheus, saying, “salvation is come to this house” (Luke 
19:9), meaning that that which leads to the soul’s safety and 
salvation had come to the house. In a technical, biblical 
sense, this salvation was the Messianic salvation which had 
been announced throughout the Old Testament, and which 
had come to pass in the Lord Jesus Christ. 


Accomplished by Christ 


First of all this salvation was something that was ac- 
complished by Christ and which became available to the 
whole of the human race. We find this thought in such 
verses as that in which Christ made His pronouncement 
to the woman at the well: “Woman, you worship you know 
not what; we know what we worship; for salvation is of 
the Jews” (John 4:22). This was the declaration that all 
that He was and all that He was going to accomplish would 
be in accordance with the prophecies made in the Old Testa- 
ment. That this salvation would be available to all was set 
forth in verses such as Peter’s statement to the Sanhedrin: 
“And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 
name under heaven given among men, by which we must 
be saved” (Acts 4:12). 

This was the preaching of Paul and Barnabas, as they 
announced that they would go beyond the limits of their 
own nation and take the gospel to all the world. We read 
in the account of that fateful day in Antioch: “The next 
sabbath almost the whole city gathered together to hear the 
word of God. But when the Jews saw the multitudes, they 
were filled with jealousy, and contradicted what was spoken 
by Paul and reviled him. And Paul and Barnabas spoke out 
boldly saying, It was necessary that the word of God should 
be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it from you and 
judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, behold, we turn 
to the Gentiles. For so the Lord has commanded us, saying, 
I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles, that you may 
bring salvation to the uttermost parts of the earth” (Acts 
13:44-47). It will be in this sense that Paul will say, in the 
eleventh chapter of Romans, “I ask, have they stumbled so 
as to fall? By no means! But through their trespass salvation 
has come to the Gentiles, so as to make Israel jealous” (Rom. 
11:11). The careful reader will find many passages in which 
salvation is set forth in this sense. 

We can complete our list by quoting the verse which de- 
scribes the era in which we live. Christ has come from Hea- 
ven and has brought us this perfect salvation by dying for 
us on the cross. This we can proclaim, yes, this we must 
proclaim, “Working together with Him, then, we entreat 
you not to accept the grace of God in vain. For He says, At 


Rising above this definition we who are believers are able 
to know something much more of salvation than that which 
is set forth as being potential in Christ. We are able, .by 
faith, to lay hold on that which has been accomplished for 
us and to know that salvation is our present possession. It 
was of this that Zechariah prophesied at the time of the 
birth of the forerunner, John the Baptist: “You child... 
will go before the Lord to prepare his ways, to give know- 
ledge of salvation to his people in the forgiveness of their 
sins” (Luke 1:77). 

How wonderful it is for us who have trusted in His aton- 
ing work to have as a present possession this knowledge 
of salvation in the forgiveness of our sins. In a world of 
unrest, confusion, and frustration it is possible for us to have 
this knowledge of salvation that brings in its train all the 
effectiveness of peace that passes all understanding (Phil. 
4:7), This is a knowledge of salvation which can be our 
possession without even the slightest doubt. This is the 
force of the double use of the word know in John’s blessed 
statement: “And we know that the Son of God has come 
and has given us understanding, to know him who is true; 
and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. This 
is the true God and eternal life” (I John 5:20). It is this 
that makes it possible for us to sing the song written in 
Moody's day, entitled, “Christ Liveth in Me.” 


Once far from God and dead in sin, 
No light my heart could see; 

But in God’s Word the light I found, 
Now Christ liveth in me. 


Christ liveth in me, Christ liveth in me, 
Oh! what a salvation this, 
That Christ liveth in me. 


Furthermore, it was the possession of this salvation and 
the certain knowledge of it that was a great factor in the 
driving power that sent Paul up and down the world, victim 
of persecution, in peril from the storms of the elements and 
the greater storms from the passions of evil men in order 
that others might possess this same salvation. This ties in 
with the fact that the righteousness that comes to the heart 
through Christ will manifest itself in outward confession. 


The Culmination 


Having seen the development and growth of the ideas 
that are to be found in the-word salvation, we must now 
bring the thought to its climax and fulfillment; namely, that 
the salvation that we have looked upon in the root, the 
branch, and the bud, has a great flowering that is yet to 
come. In one sense, of course, it is all interrelated, and ‘the 


(Continued on page 34) 
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“Fort Madison, lowa (AP)—When Junior John Reynoso, thirty-four, 
escaped from the state penitentiary he did not figure on his 
making the capture. Prison officials said Mrs. Ethel Reynoso escorted 
son back to the penitentiary twenty-four hours later. 
only twenty-three days left to serve when he fled from a 
He now faces an additional five years for escape.” 
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i i What a fool a man is to risk one thousand eight hundred and 
the arene: on ay pe to _ and pore Siiline eee eo ei ion ro precahe 
on the day of salvation. Behold, now is the acceptable time; risk eternity for that which is infinitely duties tn tion. What 
behold, now is the day of salvation” (II Cor. 6:1,2). shall it profit a man if he gain twenty-three days and lose five years? 
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LESSONS 


By HAROLD W. FIFE 


SEPTEMBER 30, 1956 


The Great Invitation 
Background Scripture: Revelation 3: 20; 
21: 1—22:21 
Devotional Reading: Isaiah 55 
Memory Selection: Revelation 22:17 


INTRODUCTION Again and again through 

the Bible, God’s Ss 
for the salvation and well-being of mankin 
breaks through in loving invitation and pas- 
sionate entreaty (e.g. Isa. 1:18, 55:1-3, Matt. 
11:28-30, John 7:37), and through His 
prophets and His Son He beseeches us to be 
reconciled (i.e. renew the friendship) with 
Him. It is not, therefore, surprising to find 
that the last book of the Bible, having set 
forth the judgment of the world and the 
unbelievers in it and the blessedness of those 
who trust in Christ, closes with a loving and 
urgent invitation to which we do well to 
take heed. Upon being invited to anything 
we’ usually ask some questions, and our les- 
son today will take question and answer 
form. 


EXPOSITION 
To What Are We Invited? 

We are invited to participate in the new 
heaven and earth (21:1). Peter says that the 
normal Christian attitude is to “look for 
new heavens and a new earth, wherein 
dwelleth righteousness” (II Peter 3:13). 
There is much on our present earth that 
is exceedingly beautiful, and yet all of it is 
tainted with the curse of sin for: 

“.. . all our joy is touched with pain; 

And shadows fall on brightest hours, 

And thorns remain.” 

Total depravity does not mean that every- 
thing is 100 per cent evil (that, being the 
total exclusion of God, would be intoler- 
able), but that 100 per cent of everything is 
touched by the virus of sin, so that, for ex- 
ample, the loveliest human relationship is 
shadowed by eventual separation. What will 
the new heavens and earth be like? Restless- 
ness will be ended (vs. 1) (the sea must be 
treated as symbolically as the rest of the 
chapter); the Church, then perfected and 
attractive as a bride adorned for her hus- 
band, will be joined to her Husband, even 
Christ Who loved her and gave Himself for 
her (vs. 2). God‘s Presence will effectively 
satisfy His people and eradicate sorrow and 
evil (vss. 3.5); dwelling in spirit and before 
God continually, His people will require 
no earthly aids to worship (vs. 22); the glory 
of God and the Lamb luster all life with 
lambent light (vs. 23); evil in all forms 
is excluded, and the inhabitants are those 
redeemed by the precious blood of Christ, 
included in the Lamb's book of life, and 
perfected by His grace (vs. 27); life in all 
its abundance (not an endless quantity of 
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the sort of life we live now but an entirely 
new and divine quality of life) will flow 
free and unhindered in crystal purity (22: 
1-3); and, making it heaven indeed, THEY 
SHALL SEE His Face and know that they 
are His forever (22:4). 

Our minds, satiated with earth’s concep- 
tions, can only dimly grasp this glorious 
prospect, given to us (like a child’s picture 
book) in symbolic form that we may the 
more easily grasp the mighty sweep of the 
transformation that is to take place. How- 
ever fragmentary our understanding of this 
great passage, it pictures for us a bliss of 
glory surpassing our conceiving, and this is 
that which we are invited to share! 


How Does the Invitation Come to Us? 


The Spirit and the Bride say, Come 
(22:17). God’s Holy Spirit bears witness 
with our spirit (Rom. 8:16), not necessarily 
with a great surge of emotion, but with 
conviction of the reality of spiritual things 
(John 16:8-11). That witness usually comes 
via the ministries of His Bride, the Church. 
By the Word of God she places in our hands 
the preaching and teaching of that Word 
in Church and Sunday School, and by her 
countless other ministries the Spirit of God 
woos through the Church of Christ and in- 
vites us to participate in God’s blessings. 
The Church is not yet perfected, and there- 
fore, both those who present the message 
and the way it is delivered often leave much 
to be desired, but to ignore it on that ac- 
count is folly. We do not refuse a cable bear- 
ing good news because we dislike the ap- 
pearance of the messenger or the paper on 
which it is printed; it is the message that 
counts. Similarly, God’s invitation to share 
in the inestimable blessings of the new 
heaven and earth may be conveyed to us 
through imperfect Christians, but it is 
God’s Spirit wooing us through His Bride, 
and if we want to enjoy the blessing of His 
love we shall respond. 


To Whom Is the Invitation Addressed? 


There is a dual definition of the recipients 
of this invitation, “him that is athirst,” and 
“whosoever will” (22:17). Do we really long 
for God and His righteousness enough to 
respond to His love? As His Spirit woos us 
do we yield to His sweet influence.and, leav- 
ing all our sins, doubts, and fears, come to 
Him and take of the water of life freely? 
Or do we choose to remain uncleansed and 
unjustified until our course is finally set 
and there is no possibility of change (Rev. 
22:10-15)? To spurn the invitation of an 
earthly monarch is a serious thing, but to 
turn one’s back upon the only way of salva- 
tion and eternal bliss is to elect to remain 
shut out of God’s presence forever (cf. Rev. 
21:27 and Rev. 23:11). 


To the Christian these 
chapters bring great en- 
couragement and a tremendous challenge: 
encouragement at the realization that vic- 
tory is on the way and we have the promise 


SUMMARY 


of His Coming; challenge because there are 
millions without this: Hope moving inexor- 
ably to disaster. It should stir us to prayer, 
to evangelism, and to renewed holiness see- 
ing that God, through His ambassadors be- 
seeches sinners to be reconciled to Him. To 
those who are not professed Christians may 
we say there is R.S.V.P. on this invitation 
from God—as we hear it do we echo, “Come” 
and, feeling our need, take of the water of 
life freely, or do we spurn the Great Invi- 
tation and ensure our own infinite sorrow? 


OCTOBER 7, 1956 


The Creation Story 
Background Scripture: Genesis 1: 1—2:3 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 104:24-33 

Memory Selection: Genesis 1:31 


INTRODUCTION “When I turn to the com- 
mencement of the Bible,” 
says Rev. G. H. Morrison, “I feel it is with 
the trumpet the song begins. What a note 
of magnificent defiance rings out in that 
first chapter . . . it cries out, ‘In the begin- 
ning God.’ It looks abroad over the arch 
of heaven, where the sun shines, and where 
the stars are glittering and putting the 
trumpet to its lips cries, ‘God created the 
heavens and the earth . . .’ It is a challenge 
to an embattled world. It rings with a con- 
fidence that is sublime in the Almighty 
Creator of the universe. . . .” Read any- 
thing but the Bible on creation and you 
feel you are groping amid misty uncertain- 
ties and speculations above which this first 
chapter of Genesis towers like Everest in 
magnificent solitude. Neither need the 
Christian fear facts—to be distinguished 
from unproved theories, some of which 
have an undeserved popularity with a 
credulous public. The less responsible of 
these theories may be ignored, and the be- 
liever will regard them all with the calm 
knowledge that, though now we know in 
part and prophesy in part, when all truth 
is perfectly revealed, no de will be found 
contrary to Scripture, and should it now ap- 
pear to some to be so, it is only due to our 
imperfect understanding. No matter how 
many noughts our geological friends may 
add to their calculations of the span of 
earth’s existence, Genesis anticipates it with 
the sublime and reassuring assertion, “In 
the beginning God.” 

EXPOSITION 


The Assurance of the Creation Story 

We know that God is perfect love, light, 
truth, and life—indeed, that He is the First 
Cause and Source of every good and perfect 
thing. Therefore, the truth that God was in 
the beginning and creating all things gives 
the assurance that this earth emanated from, 
and is controlled by, a God who is perfect 
good, and the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. When all our earthbound 
knowledge has been sifted and garnered, 
we are still left with the feeling that “we 
are out of nowhere into here,” but to add 
to our hard-bought wisdom the revelation 
of God puts foundation into life. The world 
is, because God is: the world is planned by 
a Master mind and must fulfil His purposes, 
which cannot be deflected by man or his 
inventions. To know these things is to 
“abide under the shadow of the Almighty” 
(Ps. 91:1), and life’s purpose becomes that 
of knowing God and being in harmony, with 
Him. 

The Wonder of the Creation Story 

There was no other agency in creation 
but the putting forth of the divine will: 
“Gel Gil. ta it was so... and God 


saw that it was good” (10, 12, 18, 21, 25, 
$1). In limitless power God speaks and it is 
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done; equally in sublime perfection all that 
God does is very good, for there is perfect 
correspondence between His will and the 
result. When God rested on the Sabbath 
day it was not from tiredness but the con- 
templation of the accomplishment of His 
purpose. Dr. Maclaren says, “The progres- 
siveness of the creative process is brought 
into strong relief. The work of the first 
four ‘days’ is the preparation of the dwell- 
ing place for the living creatures who are 
afterwards created to inhabit it . . . the 
primeval chaos, the separation of the waters 
above from the waters beneath, the emerg- 
ence of the land, the beginning of vegeta- 
tion there, the shining out of the sun as 
the dense mists cleared, all find confirma- 
tion in modern theories of evolution. But 
the intention of the whole is much rather 
to teach that, though the simple utterance 
of the divine will was the agent of creation, 
the manner of it was not a sudden calling 
of the world, as men know it, into being, 
but majestic, slow advance by stages, each 
of which rested on the preceding.” 

Not only was creation thus instigated but, 
at the same time, God ordained that each 
species should bring forth after its kind: the 
herbs, trees, grasses, fish, all living creatures, 
and winged fowl (11, 12, 21, etc.) were each 
given power to reproduce and multiply—an 
incredibly wonderful and complex order of 
beings which even the most casual observer 
must surely regard with awe (e.g., the dif- 
ferent ways in which similar trees or ani- 
mals propagate in order to keep the species 
in being but uncorrupted)—a power, which 
persisting now for millenniums and preserv- 
ing inviolate God’s appointed lines of sepa- 
ration so that none evolves across those lines, 
can nevertheless adapt to changing environ- 
ment. Even when man, by cross breeding, 
seems to break this law (as in the mule), 
his success is very temporary, and propaga- 
tion cannot ensue. These simply expressed 
wonders of creation seen by us in perspec- 
tive should bow us before God in praise 
and worship. 


The Crown of the Creation Story 


The climax of this story of creation is 
the making of man in the image of God 
(vs. 26). The differences between man and 
the rest of the creation are clearly expressed. 

(1). Man is made in the image of God 

(vss. 26, 27)—not in the physical 
sense but as a moral being. 


(2). God gave man authority over every 
other living thing (vss. 28-30). 
(3). God breathed into man, and he be- 


came a living soul (2:7). 

In these three ways man is unique; these 
God-appointed differences between him and 
the rest of creation have never been bridged, 
and the Scripture record underlines for us 
man’s link with, and responsibility to, God. 
This must, for the Christian, dispose of the 
theory that man as we know him today has 
naturally evolved from the animal creation 
and at the same time underline the fact 
that we are made for God and shall know 
no rest until we find Him. 


This wonderful passage 
lights up with new luster 
for us when we realize that our Savior was 
the Creator, for “without Him was not any- 
thing made that was made” (John 1:3), and 
that “by Him all things consist” (Col. 1:16, 
17). The One Who created the world and 
holds it by His supreme authority is the 
Christ Who loved us and gave Himself for 
us. Surely, we can only make the response: 

Love so amazing, so divine 

Demands my soul, my life, my all. 
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The Ten Commandments 
Background Scripture: Exodus 20:1-21 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 19:7-14 
Memory Selection: Exodus 20:3 


INTRODUCTION We cannot introduce our 

subject better than by 
quoting Dr. Maclaren. “An obscure tribe 
of tian slaves plunges into the desert 
to hide from pursuit, and emerges, after 
forty years, with a code . . . so brief, so com- 
plete, so intertwining morality and religion, 
so free from local or national peculiarities, 
so close fitting to fundamental duties, that 
it is today, after more’ than three thousand 
years, authoritative in the most enlightened 
peoples. The voice that spoke from Sinai 
reverberates in all lands. The old World 
had other lawgivers who professed to form- 
ulate their precepts by divine inspiration; 
they are all fallen silent. But this voice, 
like the trumpet on that day, waxes louder 
and louder as the years roll. Whose voice 
was it? The only answer explaining the 
supreme purity of the commandments, and 
their immortal freshness, is found in the 
first sentence of this paragraph, ‘God spake 
all these words.’” The authority to impose 
these commandments is based on the twin 
facts of the divine prerogative, “I am the 
Lord thy God,” and the divine deliverance 
of His people, “. . . which have brought 
thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the 
house of bondage.” If we acknowledge God 
at all, we must accept His sovereign rights, 
and if we ize His Calvary deliverance 
of us from the bondage of sin, we must also 
accept the crown rights of Christ our Re- 
deemer. The spirit of the Ten Command- 
ments is binding upon us, seeing that Christ 
expressly stated that He did not come to 
destroy the law but to fulfil it (Matt. 5:17) 
ahd summed it up for us (Matt. 22:37-40). 
The Ten Commandments have not been 
abrogated, but they are largely being ig- 
nored with the consequences which are 
evident all around us; and when that spirit 
of lawlessness infects Christians, it seriously 
affects the moral and spiritual fiber of the 
Church. 


EXPOSITION 


Man and His Responsibility to God 


Christ’s summary of the law falls into 
two sections: our responsibility to God, and 
our consequent responsibility to our fellow- 
men; and we can most easily study the Ten 
Commandments under these two headings. 
Our duty to God is to reserve for Him the 
unshared throne of our lives. There shall 
be no other gods sharing His place of au- 
thority (20:3); there must be no idol before 
which we bow (vss. 4, 5); in other words, 
“we must love the Lord our God with all 
our heart, with all our soul, and with all 
our mind” (Matt. 22:37). We have not many 
gods to be placated by a series of offerings 
but One to be known, loved, and enjoyed. 
We have not a to be sought after, 
known, and experienced in any earthly or 
material form, but One Who is Spirit and 
may only be apprehended by spiritual 
means. Idolatry is not only an offense 
against God (seeing there can be no worthy 
reproduction of Him) but is a stumbling 
block in the path of true worship. To be 
taught to think of God in terms of things 
seen is to be on the wrong track entirely—it 
leads inevitably to a conception of God as 
One Who can be known by sight or local- 
ized to a geographic location (John 4:20 
etc.). God is Spirit and may only be wor- 
shipped in spirit and truth. If we wish to 
appreciate the beauty of landscape, we use 
our sight; if the harmony of music, we 


use our hearing; if the fragrance of a rose, 
we apprehend it through our sense of smell; 
we cannot transpose the various media of 
appreciation, and we all realize, for example, 
the impossibility of enjoying beautiful 
music by way of our sense of smell! God 
can only be known by way of spiritual love 
and worship, and therefore any other god 
or idol detracts, whether it be statuary or 
music. God’s holy jealousy (like the jeal- 
ousy of a parent for the well-being of his 
children, a good woman for her virtue, a 
business man for his good name) is ani- 
mated by His love. Our choices throw their 
influences through successive generations, 
either benignly or with a curse (5, 6), and 
God wants His best for us. He has not 
changed; His mercy ever flows, but we may 
bolt the door upon it to the detriment of 
our children long after we are gone. 

Taking the Name of the Lord in vain 
(vs. 7) surely embraces all irreverence (and 
might conceivably include the singing of 
some modern choruses!). Too often we evan- 
gelicals use God’s Name so freely as to come 
perilously near to taking His Name in vain, 
and we too easily veil a shallow conception 
and experience of Him in rarefied but un- 
related speech. Our words concerning God 
should: match our thought of Him, and our 
thinking must be conditioned by His revela- 
tion of His Being. A church that loses its 
sense of true spiritual reverence has lost its 
sense of God. 

Four verses (8-11) of this great passage 
are devoted to keeping the Sabbath, and we 
shall be wise therefore not lightly to dis- 
miss the matter as being irrelevant to our 
day. Certainly the man-made accretions to 
the law of the Sabbath were not endorsed 
by Christ (Matt. 12, etc.), and, as in all 
else, more liberty could be given to the spir- 
itual Christian on these matters than to 
the Jews of the old dispensation (Col. 2:16); 
nevertheless, the basic truths are unchange- 
able. God ordained that a day should be 
made happy (i.e. blessed) and set apart 
(i.e. hallowed) by freedom from ordinary 
toil and by contemplation of Him. The 
breaking of this commandment is not only 
sapping the spiritual life of far too many 
Christians, and causing us to be caught up 
in a whirl of activity that produces nervous 
ieee and exhaustion, but is disobedient 
to > 


Man and His Responsibility to Man 


The right fulfillment of our duty to 
God will inevitably illumine our sense of 
duty to mankind, for love to God and love 
to man are inseparable. Every offense against 
our fellows is a sin against love and there- 
fore against God, for God is love. Indiscip- 
line in the home: (vs. 12), murder, adultery, 
stealing, and lying in the community (vss. 
13-16) {it will be noted that these things 
are as closely interrelated on our daily news- 
pews as in the Decalogue—a significant 

ct we often miss!) have their roots in a 
covetous spirit (vs. 17) that clearly indicates 
a love for self which transcends love for 
our fellows.:That is at the root of all our 
social and racial troubles today, and a mo- 
ment’s thought will show how very relevant 
to our homes, churches, communities, na- 
tions, and world are the Ten Command- 
ments. 


SUMMARY It may legitmately be said 
that our lesson today has 
dwelt principally on our duty to and 


almost incidentally on our duty to men. 
It will be noted that Christ made this very 
emphasis (Matt: 22, 38) for only as we are 
right with God shall we be right with 
man. Our need is not to know how we ought 
to treat our fellowmen but to have the will 
and power to do it, and that is only found 
in a right relationship with God. 
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_ OCTOBER 21, 1956 


Hear, O Israel 
Background Scripture: Deuteronomy 6 
Devotional Reading: Psalm 78:1-7 
Memory Selection: Deuteronomy 6:6-7 


INTRODUCTION The book of Deutero- 

nomy, as its name implies 
(Latin deuteronomium—second), consists of 
a second statement of the law, and we shall 
not, therefore, be surprised to find today’s 
lesson forging the perfect link between the 
Ten Commandments and Christ’s summary 
of the law (see last week’s lesson). The 
people of God were about to enter the 
Promised Land, and if they were to retain 
in pristine freshness their faith in, and 
worship of, God in the midst of a new en- 
vironment and hitherto unknown prosper- 
ity, there were certain principles needing 
reiteration. “The cares of this world, and 
the deceitfulness of riches, and the lusts of 
other things entering in, choke the word,” 
our Lord was presently to say (Mark 4:19). 
Israel had nearly completed the test of the 
wilderness in which they had narrowly es- 
caped spiritual disaster, and now they were 
to face the discipline of prosperity. As we 
all know (and nowhere is this evidenced 
more clearly than in prosperous America), 
it is possible to come successfully through 
the temptations of adversity only to succumb 
to the more subtle siren voices of success. 
To save God’s people and their children 
from such a fate, the words of our lesson 
were written, and they are certainly very 
relevant today. In an age of material pros- 
perity, when ears and eyes are being con- 
tinually assailed, and when in so many of 
our homes television brings sights and 
sounds to which Christians and their chil- 
dren used never to be exposed, is it possible 
to live a godly separated life and to protect 
our children from spiritual shipwreck? Our 
lesson gives the answer to our question, and 
the secret of success, so, “Hear therefore, O 
Israel, and observe to do it” (Deut. 6:3, 4). 


EXPOSITION 


Primary Parental Responsibility 


God’s way of blessing begins with the de- 
votional life of the parents (Deut. 6:4-6). 
The acknowledgment of God (vs. 4), the 
devotion of the whole life and being (vs. 
5), and the hiding of God’s words in the 
heart with consequent instinctive obedience 
(vs. 6) are prerequisites of the healthy, 
united, godly homes that make for a na- 
tion’s highest welfare and bequeath a rich 
spiritual inheritance to posterity. Too often 
we regard the spiritual welfare of the state 
as the responsibility of undefined leaders, 
forgetting that as the water of the rivers in 
our great cities are sullied by pollution 
from many sources, so is our national life; 
in the long run we cannot rise above the 
spiritual inheritance to posterity. Too often 
where the family altar is neglected, Sab- 
bath observance is broken, church attend- 
ance is erratic, and where priorities are 
given to business, sport, and social activi- 
ties rather than to God, there will inevit- 
ably follow a spiritual lassitude that is the 
forerunner of moral and spiritual decline. 
Parental religion and example must be “all 
the heart, soul and might”; the keen eyes 
of the family will be quick to detect sham 
and perfunctory observances, or a critical 
attitude to spiritual leaders and affairs, and 
will take their cue accordingly. God gives to 
pares and leaders great joys and privileges, 

ut He lays a solemn responsibility — 
them, “Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy might. And these words, 
which I command thee this day shall be in 
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thine heart”; that is the charter and respon- 
sibility of parenthood and spiritual leader- 
ship. If it is lightly regarded, no matter how 
it is sought to be covered by veneer or or- 
ganization, “be sure your sin will find you 
out! And it may even find out your descend- 
ants, too! 


Secondary Parental Responsibility 


“And thou shalt teach them (i.e. God's 
words of commandments) diligently unto 
thy children .. .” (vs. 7). The responsibility 
cannot be shrugged off on to the day or 
Sunday School teacher or left to the Church. 
God puts it fairly and squarely upon our 
shoulders. Few children take easily and 
naturally to hygiene or any of the better 
things of life; it is our duty to see that 
desire is created and lessons inculcated. So 
it is with. spiritual things, and where the 
parents know God for themselves and teach 
His word to their children (vs. 7a), where 
the conversation of the home is in full ac- 
cord with the beliefs professed (vs. 7b), and 
where every opportunity is taken to im- 

ress upon our children the relevance and 
importance of spiritual things to the whole 
of life (vss. 7c, 8, 9), it: will be a strange 
thing if, they are not emphatically im- 

ressed. As Dr. Campbell Morgan once said 
in the hearing of the writer, “My parents 
could not make me a Christian, but by their 
life and instruction they made it practically 
impossible for me to be anything else.” 
That is the sort of home that Timothy must 
have had (II Timothy 1:5; 3:14, 15); are 
ours in any way comparable? Is ours the 
sort of home life that causes our children 
eagerly to ask after the inner secret (vs. 20)? 
And could we in reply give clear testimony 
to our experience of God’s saving and de- 
livering power and the blessings of obeying 
His Word (vss. 21-25)? Or should we be 
first surprisel, and then embarrassed by 
such questioning? Happy the children whose 
parents, Sunday school teachers, youth lead- 
ers, and pastors can testify from experience 
to the grace of God, and who detect no 
contradiction between the words they hear 
and the lives they so keenly observe. 


Two short phrases need 
to be noticed. 


SUMMARY 


(1) In verse 23 we read of the divine 
purpose, “He brought us out . . . that He 
might bring us in.” God’s purpose was only 
begun when Israel were rescued from 
Egypt; His full purpose was to bring them 
into the joyous experience of the Promised 
Land po to reveal through them His own 
character and the blessings of theocracy. 
Similarly, God’s purpose for the Christian is 
only begun at conversion: God calls us 
“to reveal His Son in us”: He “brings us 
out” of our spiritual Egypt that He might 
“bring us in” to fullness of blessing. Israel 
failed in their high calling. Are we failing 
too? 


(2). Verse 24 gives us the divine motive 
for the law, it is “for our good always. . . .” 
Too often our conception of the God of the 
Old Testament and of His law has been 
strangely erroneous. God’s laws were to pro- 
tect His people spiritually, morally, and 
physically from their often sordid environ- 
ments. His commandments are not grievous 
(I John 5:3) except to the unregenerate na- 
ture, for they are “for our good only that 
He might preserve us alive,” and the meas- 
ure in which we shrink from willing obe- 
dience to Him is the measure in which the 
unregenerate nature is ascendant in our 
lives. 
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NEW BOOKS 





THE ESSENES IN THEIR MONASTERY 


The Qumran Community—Its History 
and Scrolls, by Charles T. Fritsch, ’ 
Macmillan, 147 pp. $3.25. 


Reviewed by Edward J. Young 


The present book, by the Associate 
Professor of Old Testament at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, is one of the most 
interesting which has appeared upon the 
subject of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Dr. 
Fritsch approaches his theme in a some- 
what novel manner, placing his emphasis 
upon the group which once lived in 
the Qumran “monastery.” The famous 
scrolls are discussed as they bear relation 
to this group. 

The work is attractively written, and 
the author has evidently read widely in 
the rapidly growing literature of the 
subject. The chapter on the discoveries 
of Khirbet Mird and at Wadi el-Murab- 
bacat is particularly well done and 
makes available information which has 
not always been easily accessible in 
popular form. 

While there is much in. this book to 
commend, we cannot agree with the 
author’s obscuring the distinctiveness 
of Christianity in sentences such as the 
following: “There is little doubt that 
John the Baptist was a key figure 
through whom many of the practices and 
teachings of the Qumran sect found 


their way into early Christianity” (p. 
112). The Essene communal meal 
“. . . throws light upon the origins and 
meaning of the Christian Sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper” (p. 123). “There is 
little doubt that His (i.e., Christ’s) own 
Messianic consciousness was strongly in- 
fluenced by their (ie., the Qumran 
sectarians’) interpretation of the Old 
Testament Prophets” (p. 122). “We find 
here (i.e., in the Qumran scrolls) not 
only the rudiments of Paul’s doctrine of 
justification by faith—apart from Christ, 
of course—as expressed in Romans 3 
and Galatians 2 and 3, but also the 
doctrine of sanctification” (p. 127). 

These statements, and others like 
them, simply will not stand the test of 
close investigation. It should be stated 
with all emphasis that the uniqueness 
of Christianity is in no sense impaired, 
but rather is brought into clearer relief, 
by the recent discoveries at Qumran. 
Christianity is a revelation of the one 
true God, not an outgrowth of ideas 
and practices characterizing the “com- 
munity” near the Dead Sea. 





Studies in the Book of James. Stephen 
W. Paine. Revell. 193 pp. $2.75. 


Reviewed by Warren H. Schuh 


Dr. Paine, president of Houghton Col- 
lege and former president of the Na- 
tional Association of Evangelicals, has 
written an unusual and enlightening 
study of the very practical epistle of 
James. The work begins with an inter- 
esting study of James, the Lord’s 
brether, who first doubted, then be- 
lieved, and later became a pillar in the 
church. An _ illuminating parallel is 
drawn between the teachings of Jesus 
and James. The testings of the Christian 
life are beautifully illustrated as a dan- 
gerous mountain climb even to the 
point of conquering Mt. Everest. Then 
the author moves into the very heart 
of the message as he deals with the 
various sins mentioned by James, as 
the great hazards in reaching Christian 
heights. 

In a very wonderful study on prayer 





Dr. Young is Professor of Old Testament at 
Westminster Theological Seminary, Phila., Pa. 
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Dr. Paine carefully considers the cost 
of keeping open the channels of prayer 
through obedience and love. Constant 
fellowship with the Lord will result 
in answered prayer and make ‘prayer- 
prevailers’ out of common men. 

This volume will prove helpful to 
anyone who desires to live a life that 
will glorify his Saviour. The student, 
pastor, and laymen alike will be blessed 
in the reading of these well-written 
pages. 

Mission: U. S. A. James W. Hoffman. 
Friendship. 182 pp. $2.50 (cloth). 
$1.25 (paper). 

Reviewed by Douglas B. MacCorkle 


The associate editor of Presbyterian 
Life has written a rapid-fire citique of 
the contemporary American scene as 
it relates to religion and the churches. 
It is a book with an optimistic outlook 
expressed against a backdrop of adverse 
facts. 

Hoffman traveled widely to get his 
material. He finds America in constant 
flux. The churches have a responsibility 


to meet the problems of this changing 
country. The message Hoffman would 
give America is “the old, old story of 
Him who came to cleanse and to heal” 
(Cf. p. 14). “In our mission to the 
American people, we do not ask men 
to become Christians so that our civili- 
zation can be saved; we want our civiliza- 
tion to be saved so that men will be 
free to become Christians. (Cf. p. 18).” 

The author entitles his second chapter 
“Millions on the Move.” Here are in- 
numerable interesting statistics. From 
this point the book develops. The local 
churches must become seven-day-a-week 
plants adaptable to everything from din- 
ing to drama. They must employ all the 
available techniques of mass communi- 
cation, such as TV. They must not 
underemphasize the importance of city, 
rural, governmental, or institutional 
areas of our national constituency. Each 
of these areas is of major size and im- 
portance and has a just demand upon 
the ministries of the church. With the 
responsibilities the author sees unpre- 
cedented opportunities for modern 
Christians. One television preacher can 
today speak in a few minutes to more 
souls that Paul did in his entire ministry. 

This book majors in the so-called so- 
cial aspect of religion as it is being ap- 
plied around the country. Readers will 
not find much emphasis on the nature 
of the message of the church. 


Simple Sermons on the Ten Command- 
ments. W. Herschel Ford. Zondervan. 
138 pp. $2. 


Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


W. Herschel Ford, pastor of the First 
Baptist Church of El Paso, Texas, has 
become well known for his “simple 
sermon” series. This new work treats 
the ten commandments in brief, yet in- 
teresting and informative fashion. Each 
sermon covers about ten pages and is 
replete with choice illustrations and 
quotations from hymns. The author 
does not attempt to be profound or 
deep here, yet, the reader who would 
like a quick glimpse into the heart of 
each of the commandments to see the 
application for our day will find Dr. 
Ford’s messages most suitable. 


The American Puritans. Edited by Perry 
Miller. Doubleday. 346 pp. $1.25. 


Reviewed by George W. Hampshire 


Perry Miller is Professor of American 
Literature at Harvard. His book, a 
Doubleday Anchor Book, is a compila- 
tion of excerpts from the sermons and 
the writings of the leading American 
Puritans such as William Bradford, 
Thomas Hooker, John Cotton, Solomon 
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Stoddard and others, dealing with var- 
ious subjects—history, this world and the 
next, state and society, and literary and 
educational ideals. 

These sermons, though rather lengthy 
and involved, were vibrant with thought- 
‘provoking material, many witticisms, 
and humorous illustrations. These stim- 
ulating excerpts will greatly entertain. 


Sermons on the Lord’s Prayer. H. J. 
Kuiper, Editor. Zondervan. 138 pp. 
$2.00. 


Reviewed by H. H. Ehrenstein 


Edited by Dr. H. J. Kuiper, editor of 
the Christian Reformed weekly, the 
Banner, these eight sermons offer real 
food for thought, characteristic of so 
many of these men of the Reformed 
persuasion. 

An introductory sermon on prayer is 
followed by lectures on the heavenly 
Fatherhood of God, the need for hallow- 
ing His presence, a brief discussion of 
the Kingdom of God and the will of 
God. The practical nature of the model 
prayer is reviewed with the considera- 
tion of “give us this day. .. .” and the 
importance of forgiveness in the Chris- 
tian’s life is investigated. 

One minister stresses quite strongly his 
dislike of the Scofield Bible and the 
concept of the Kingdom as a future, 
literal reality on earth. His idea is that 
the Kingdom consists of God’s will being 
accomplished through His Church now. 
One or two other places, where the 
strong Calvinistic bias of these Chris- 
tian leaders shows a bit, may be objec- 
tionable to some, but the messages are 
outstanding, and this book is worthy 
of a place of importance on the shelves 
of every Christian. 


Christian Eschatology and _ Social 
Thought. Ray C. Petry. Abingdon. 
415 pp. $5.00. 


Reviewed by George W. Hampshire 


The author of this rather weighty 
volume is professor of church history 
at Duke University Divinity School. 
Dr. Petry’s study arises from his deep 
conviction that the two most important 
aspects of Christian thought—eschatology 
and social thought—have too long been 
considered without much serious thought 
as to their vital relationship and inter- 
action. He attempts to meet this chal- 
lenge by showing the inseparability of 
these two areas of thought in the first 
fifteen centuries of Church history. 

The first chapters comprise an histori- 
cal review of the response of temporal 
society to the eternal kingdom of God 
and deal with the responsibility and 
obligation of the Church in serving 
the eternal kingdom of God in a tem- 
poral world. 

In the concluding chapters of the 
book the author deals with the resur- 
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rection, the last judgment, and the end 
of history as viewed by various Church 
Fathers. Of tremendous fascination in 
this section are the ideas of some of the 
more obscure voices in Church history 
such as Hildegarde of Bingen, and 
Birgitta. These are all presented to show 
the tremendous influence of eschatology 
upon social thought. He says the Medie- 
val Church failed of spiritual renascence 
because it tried to reactivate a system 
of ecclesiastical bookkeeping as the 
proper means of salvation. The solu- 
tion for today lies in the reappropria- 
tion of a positive eschatology springing 
out of Christian agape. 


Some Modern Religions. J. Oswald 
Sander, J. Stafford Wright. Tyndale. 
61 pp. 30¢. 


Mission Fields Today. A. J. Dain. Inter- 
Varsity Fellowship. 126 pp. 60¢. 


Two recent selections from the Inter- 
Varsity Fellowship. The first is a brief 
introduction to some of the more im- 
portant modern cults written for young 
people sixteen to eighteen years old. 
The latter is an up-to-date survey of 
mission fields, which will give basic 
information for prayer and which will 
serve as a handbook of information 
about particular mission areas. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 17) 


Peron’s true beliefs are of special in- 
terest to evangelicals because of a rumor 
that he was converted two years ago dur- 
ing evangelist- -healer Tom Hicks’ cam- 
paign in Buenos Aires. 

The truth came out on July 27, when 
a young missionary of the Latin America 
Mission boarded a plane for Panama. 
The flight was delayed, and so the mis- 
sionary, David Howard, became ac- 
quainted with the other passengers— 
among them Juan Peron himself. 

“He was most cordial,” reported 
Howard later.” “He got to talking to 
me and another man about religion. So 
I decided to ask him about his sup- 
posed conversion. I asked if he knew 
Hicks and what he thought of him.” 

“Magnificent man!” was Peron’s reply. 
He recalled his interview with Hicks, 
and said that he had been glad to give 
him as much liberty as anyone else, even 
though it displeased the cardinals. 

Then Howard asked him pointedly 
whether he had been converted to be 
an evangelical. Peron threw back his 
head and laughed. 

“That’s the same old story,” Peron 
told him. “As soon as I would show any 
friendliness to anyone but the Catholics 
they accused me of being a Jew, a 
Protestant, an evangelical, or anything 
else. I am a Catholic, but I don’t attend 
church because I don’t like their ritual. 
But there are always stories flying 
around about my being something else.” 

Howard, son of Sunday School Times’ 
editor, Philip E. Howard, Jr., is now 
in charge of the Latin America Mission’s 
Bible Seminary in Costa Rica. He was 
on his way to the Youth for Christ 
convention in Venezuela when he met 
Peron. 


CONTROVERSY OVER CAVE DRAWINGS 


Abbe Henri Breuil, a French Roman 
Catholic priest, has staked his interna- 
tional reputation as a prehistorian and 
archeologist in affirming the authenticity 
of prehistoric cave drawings uncovered 
in southwest France. 

The genuineness of the drawings has 
been challenged by local cave explorers, 
who claim there were no signs of them 
in 1948 when they investigated the cave. 
They even allege that the drawings were 
burnt onto the cave walls with an acet- 
ylene lamp. 

The controversy has aroused keen in- 
terest because of the extent of the find, 
said to include more drawings of mam- 
moths than all previous finds put to- 
gether. 

Announcement of the discovery was 
made at the recent International Pre- 
historic Congress in Poitiers by two 
French archeologists, Professor Louis- 


Rene Rougier and Romain Robert. They 
said they had found in.a cave in the Dor- 
dogne department sixty-one paintings 
of mammoths, twelve of bison, eight of 
goats, six of horses and four of rhinocer- 
os. They reported that the paintings 
were astonishingly fresh in appearance 
and of remarkable realism. 

Anxious to preserve the cave from 
vandals and sightseers, the archeologists 
refused to reveal its exact location. How- 
ever, it has since been identified by local 
cave explorers. In questioning the au- 
thenticity of the drawings, they called for 
an on-the-spot meeting of experts. 

Abbe Breuil, who is 79, has mean- 
while promised to deliver a learned 
paper on the finds before the French 
Academy. He has poured scorn on the 
cave explorers’ contentions, declaring 
that the drawings could only be detected 
by a trained scientific eye and that it is 
not surprising that the “amateurs” missed 
them. 


PRIEST INCITES MEXICAN MOB 


In the small town of Villagran, 
Tamaulipas, Mexico, a Baptist pastor 
has been blamed for the calamities that 
have recently befallen the people of that 
area. 

Being an area in which cotton is 
grown in abundance, business suffered 
when the market was flooded with a 
supply of U. S. surplus cotton. Then a 
cyclone struck. The local priest preached 
some special sermons in which he told 
the people that the Protestant pastor 
was responsible for these calamities. 

Three days after the cyclone, a mob 
of four hundred people besieged the 
home of Rev. Manuel Ocana, screaming 
“Death to the Protestants!” The pastor 
was given four hours to leave town. He 
and his family had to abandon their 
home and flee for safety. 


BIBLE LANDS CRUISE 


The fourteenth annual Wheaton 
Bible Lands Cruise sailing in March, 
1957, has been announced by Dr. Joseph 
Free, Professor of Archeology at Whea- 
ton College, Dr. and Mrs. Free and 
their excavation staff have returned from 
their fourth season of excavating at the 
site of ancient biblical Dothan, sixty 
miles north of Jerusalem. This year they 
found more houses and streets from the 
period of Elisha (850 B.C.) and the days 
of King Solomon (950 B.C.). In another 
part of the mound they uncovered the 
remains of a medieval Arab building of 
the Crusader Period (1100-1200 A.D.), 
which included some twenty-five rooms 
built around a thirty by forty foot court. 
Until this year no one had known of the 
existence of such a building dating to the 
medieval period on top of ancient 
Dothan. The last four seasons of excava- 
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tion at Dothan have confirmed the exist- 


“ence of the city in the period in which 


the town is mentioned in the Bible, 
in the days of Elisha, 850 B.C. (II Kings 
16:12-13), and in the time of Joseph, 
about 1900 B.C. (Genesis 37:17). 


ROMANISTS AND THE BIBLE 


In a little pamphlet entitled 
“L’eglise reformée de France and le 
catholicisme francais en 1955,” Pastor 
Gaillard of the Strasbourg Synod tells 
about the amazing efforts of the Ro- 
manists to bring the Bible to the knowl- 
edge of the people. So far the movement 
is relatively small, involving the distri- 
bution of something like 200,000 Catho- 
lic Bibles among the less than 10 million 
practising, and another 30 million 
baptized, Romanists. 

Furthermore, the Scriptures are 
not set forth as the only rule of life and 
faith, but rather as one factor in the 
tradition of the Church under the rule 
of the Pope. 

Gaillard also points out that the 
Roman leadership is also stepping up 
its liturgical apparatus as an instrument 
of “evangelization.” To make the Mass 
better understood one priest carries on 
the rite in Latin while a colleague ex- 
pounds and explains the various steps 
in French. 

There are other activistic enterprises, 
simulating an atmosphere of vitality to 
a moribund religion. Lay youth move- 
ments have been one such effort. 

Moved apparently by Protestant ecu- 
menicalism quite a number of Roman- 
ists, especially the school men, are meet- 
ing with Protestants for “mutual under- 
standing and discussion.” 

The seeming evidence of burgeoning 
spirituality and intellectual ferment in 
French Catholicism is already eyed with 
suspicion by the Vatican, it is stated, 
and very soon will be ruthlessly sup- 
pressed. 
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EDITORIAL 
(Continued from page 11) 


I sometimes suspect that it may be the 
main cause of the blowsy vacuity which 
marks so much of the so-called thinking 
of mankind. What ails that thinking, 
two times out of three, is simply its dis- 
regard of large categories of essential 
fact—obvious, but not yet observed. Half 
in the light and half in the dark, the 
sage takes refuge in his feelings. . .” 

The Christian has two lives. He has 
the life of Adam, which is the one 
Mencken complains about, and the 
life of Christ, which Mencken did not 
know. This is the great wonder of be- 
coming a partaker of the divine nature 
and a possessor of eternal life. “The 
natural man (Adamic) does not receive 
the things of the Spirit, they are folly 
to him; neither can he know them, for 
they are spiritually discerned.” 

What ails the thinking of the un- 
saved is that they do not have the new 
life. And if the unsaved wish to know 
why so many Christians also possess a 
thinking that can be described as 
“blowsy vacuity” it is because they do 
not surrender to the leading of the 
Holy Spirit. 

A Christian may not be trained in 
logical thinking (and not many wise are 
called—I Cor. 1:26), but every one who 
is a Christian thinks better on his level 
than does his opposite number who is 
not a Christian. In other words, a Chris- 
tian ditch-digger can think straighter 
than a_ non-Christian ditch-digger, and 
a 115-IQ Christian will do better than 
a 115-IQ unbeliever. And so on. The 
believer has been given an understand- 
ing (I John 5:20) that gives him super- 
natural knowledge of spiritual things. 
This helps him, even in worldly things 
on the level of his life. It will keep him 
from blowsy vacuity. 


MESSIANIC EXPECTATIONS 
(Continued from page 15) 


(the Aaronic Messiah) and a military 
leader (the Davidic Messiah). Among 
these three the priestly Messiah would 
take precedence. Thus the new common- 


wealth outlined by Ezekiel centuries be-’ 


fore would be established; the God of 
heaven would set up His kingdom, as 
previously announced by Daniel, which 
would never be destroyed but would en- 
dure forever. 

When we read in the Gospels of Sim- 
eon, who was “looking for the consola- 
tion of Israel” (Luke 2:25), of Anna, 
who was one of those “that were looking 
for the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 
2:38), of Joseph of Arimathea, “who was 
looking for the kingdom of God” (Luke 
23:51), we can set these phrases against 
a richer background than was formerly 
possible. When John the Baptist, and 
after him our Lord, called upon their 
hearers to repent because the kingdom 
of God had drawn near, they rang an 
even louder bell in the hearts of the 
people than we realized at one time. 

Several speakers and writers have re- 
cently been emphasizing the points of 
comparison between the messianic be- 
liefs which came to fulfillment in the 
New Testament and those which found 
expression in the minds and writings of 
the Qumran community. Sometimes 
points of comparison have been exagger- 
ated or even invented. Thus there is 
no evidence that the Teacher of Right- 
eousness was regarded as a Messiah by 
himself or by his followers; there is no 
evidence that he was crucified, or that 
any atoning significance was attached 
to his death. Although he was expected 
to rise from the dead, there is no evi- 
dence that he did so rise, or that any- 
one ever thought he had done so. Again, 
the Qumran community distinguished 
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the figures of the eschatological prophet, 
priest, and king, whereas Christians have 
always viewed these three offices as com- 
bined and fulfilled in our Lord. 

Yet the points of comparison are of 
the greatest interest. A proper appraisal 
of them will enable us to appreciate all 
the more the essential uniqueness of 
our Lord’s person and work. The aching 
aspirations and hopes of the godly in Is- 


rael were not satisfied by the well-in- 
tentioned efforts of the Teacher of 
Righteousness and his disciples. These 
were doomed to frustration in the disas- 
ter of a.p. 70. But the promises of God, 
in which the godly had trusted, were 
not involved in that or in any other 
disaster; for One had appeared who 
proved Himself to be God’s Amen to all 
His promises and to all His people's 


hopes. The expectations of the Qumran 
community, as of all their fellow-Israel- 
ites, found their true answer in Jesus of 
Nazareth. 

A detailed defense of this viewpoint 
is given in my book, Second Thoughts 
on the Dead Sea Scrolls, which is about 
to be published by Eerdmans in the 
United States and by the Paternoster 
Press in England. ENpD 
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MARYLAND Corpus Christi KRIS 1360 ke 8:30 a.m. 
Baltimore WBAL 1090 ke 8:30 a.m. Dallas WFAA 570 ke 4:00 p.m. 
Cumberland WTBO 1450 ke 8:30 a.m. Henderson KWRD 1470 ke 7:30 a.m. 
MICHIGAN Houston KTRH 740 ke 8:30 a.m. 
Detroit CKLW 800 kc 9:30 p.m. Lubbock KCBD 1590 ke 8:30 a.m. 
Grand Rapids WJEF 1230 ke 8:30 a.m. Midland KCRS 550 ke 8:00 a.m. 
Saginaw WSAM 1400 ke 8:30 a.m. San Angelo KGKL 960 kc 8:30 a.m. 
MINNESOTA VIRGINIA 
Mankato KYSM 1230 ke 8:30 a.m. Falls Church WFAX 1220 ke 12:00 Noon* 
Minneapolis KEVE 1440 ke 8:30 a.m. Petersburg WCLA 1290 ke 2:30 p.m. 
St. Cloud KFAM 1450 ke 8:30 a.m. Richmond WLEE 1480 kc 8:30 a m. 
MISSOURI WASHINGTON 
Kansas City WDAF 610 ke 8:30 a.m. Seattle KOMO 1000 ke 8:30 a.m. 
St. Louis KXOK 630 ke 9:00 a.m. WEST VIRGINIA 
Springfield KGBX 1260 ke 9:00 a.m. Bluefield WKOY 1240 ke 9:00 p.m. 
MONTANA Charleston WGKV 1490 ke 8:30 a.m. 
Bozeman KXLQ 1450 ke 9:30 p.m. Clarksburg WBLK 1400 ke 8:30 a.m. 
Butte KXLF 1370 ke 9:30 p.m. WISCONSIN 
Great Falls KXLX 1400 ke 9:30 p.m. Madison WIBA 1310 ke 8:30 a.m. 
Helena KXLJ 1240 ke 9:30 p.m. CANADA 
Missoula KXLL 1450 ke 9:30 p.m. Toronto CFRB 1010 ke 2:30 o.m. 
NEBRASKA Ottawa CFRA 560 ke 9:30 p.m. 
North Platte KODY 1240 ke 8:30 a.m. BERMUDA 
NEVADA Pembroke ZBM 1240 ke 6:00 p.m. 
Las Vegas KORK 1340 ke 8:30 a.m. GUATEMALA (Tuesday) 
NEW MEXICO Guatemala City TGNA 1180 ke 9:30 p.m. 
Roswell KSWS 1230 ke 8:30 a.m. LIBERIA (Friday) 
NEW YORK Monrovia ELWA 710 ke 7:00 a.m. 
New York WRCA 660 ke 8:30 a.m. PANAMA (Wednesday) 
Rochester WHAM 1180 ke 8:30 a.m. Panama City HOXO 760 ke 9:30 p.m. 
Schenectady WGY 810 ke 8:30 a.m. * Daily except Sunday 
Note: This log prepared September 1 and subject to change as more N.B.C. stations are able to clear time. 
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REPORT FROM HONG KONG 
(Continued from page 13) 


‘The Communist Party is like the sun,’ 
sang Li Po. ‘From every direction comes 
the call, “Rise, rise, face the enemies’ 
bullets.” ’ 

“That night Li Po angrily snapped out 
the lamp as Mr. Huang read his news- 
paper. “There isa light in the other 
room,’ he informed his host briskly. “You 
are wasting electricity, the people’s 
money and the people’s sweat and labor.’ 
Hoping to befriend his nephew, Mr. 
Huang offered him candy. Li Po shot out 
his hand eagerly, withdrew it when he 
saw the English lettering on the wrap- 
pers. ‘I do not eat goods of the enemy,’ 
he said, and turned his head away. 

“In the days that followed, Li Po was 
as inquisitive as any youngster, but with 
a difference. Why was there no portrait 
of Mao Tse-tung on the wall? How were 
Aunty and Uncle Huang serving the 
people? Why were the poisonous movies 
of the Americans shown in Hong Kong? 

“Anxious to answer these questions in 
their own way, the Huangs asked Hsiao 
Ming to leave Li Po in Hong Kong for 
schooling. “They would not mind if I 
stayed in Hong Kong,’ answered Hsiao 
Ming, ‘but if the boy did not return to 
the nursery, it would cause my husband 
great trouble.’ Then she added: ‘You 
find the ways of my son strange, and 
even suggest—though I know you meant 
no offense—that he has not been receiv- 
ing the right kind of teaching. I cannot 
tell any longer what is right or wrong. 
I only know that if you were in China 
today you would not think badly of my 
son, because all the children there are 
just like him.’ 

“The Chinese Communists like to show 
with statistics how well the younger gen- 
eration is being brought up in the New 
China. They boast that some 5,000 state- 
run nurseries and more than 1,900 nurs- 
ing rooms, caring for 192,000 children, 
have now been set up in industrial and 
mining enterprises ‘to avoid the phenom- 
enon of mothers’ being unable to join 
production because of their children.’ 
Result: nine out of ten women in Red 
China are now ‘suitably employed.’ 

“The favorite recreation of Commu- 
nist China’s children, and so useful too, 
is the game of hunting and killing the 
“four injurious pests.’ Kiangsi Radio re- 
ports that the children of Hsuangsi vil- 
lage called the pests ‘little Chiang Kai- 
sheks, thus creating considerable enthu- 
siasm for eliminating them.’ In one re- 
cent two-week stretch alone, 710,000 
children destroyed 2,832,000 sparrows, 
869,525 rats.” 

Could anything be more frightening? 
Could anything be a greater call for the 
missionary forces of the world to move 
toward the Far East with all possible 
speed and, above all, to strengthen the 
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national Christians that they may con- 
tinue the struggle after the white men 
are gone from this part of the world? 
For the white men will be gone from 
this part of the world before too many 
years. I talked with a missionary about 
a mutual friend, an Indian pastor known 
for his deep spirituality. When asked 
about his progress in the Christian life 
he answered, humbly, that he dated his 
spiritual growth from the day when, on 
his knees, he asked the Lord to give him 
the grace to love someone with a white 
face! And we should remember that the 
unsaved hundreds of millions of Asia 
have not prayed that prayer and will 
not pray it. 

There are three ideologies at work in 


Asia: Communism, the free West with- 
out Christ through the point-four pro- 
grams and the U. S. Information Service, 
etc., and the free West through Chris- 
tianity. nye 

We should realize that the West is 
free because of Christianity, and that we’ 
who are Christians preach Christ and 
not a western way of life. When Christ 
possesses the heart, He will bring free- 
dom and Christian ways to the life of 
the one He possesses. How can we best 
preach Christ in Hong Kong, the critical 
spot which is the one entrance door to 
old China and the cultural headquarters 
of the twenty million overseas Chinese 
who are scattered through Thailand, 
Viet Namh, Indonesia, and the Philip- 
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pines? It is one of the most strategic mis- 
sion spots in the world. 

We have said that there are 2,000 mis- 
sionaries in Hong Kong, and the works 
which they are doing surely need sup- 
port. But there is so much to be done. 
Realize again that the population of the 
colony has expanded from half a million 
to three million in the course of a hand- 
ful of years. David Morken, co-preacher 
with Billy Graham on the latter’s Asian 
tour and a very successful evangelist in 
southeastern Asia, pointed out to us 
that there were several hundred church 
groups with Chinese pastors preaching 
in all three of the principal Chinese 
languages—Cantonese,- Mandarin, and 
Amoy dialects. The number of Christians 
I heard variously estimated at between 
fifty and eighty thousand. 

One of the principal reasons for our 
trip to the Orient is to make a survey 
of the problem of publications, in order 
that the Word of God might be spread 
in two ways—evangelization for the un- 
saved and edification for the saved. Many 
publishing houses are nibbling at the 
edges of the need but it is a very great 
need. David Morken prepared for me a 
list of periodicals now being published 
in Hong Kong for Christians—there are 
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the names of thirty such publications. 
The majority have a circulation under 
3000; two or three only—and these sub- 
sidized by American denominations—cir- 
culate as many as 5000. 

The reason for this small circulation 
is not that the people do not want to 
read but that their abject poverty keeps 
them from spending a cent on anything 
but the bare necessities. Remember that 
there are hundreds of thousands of 
people on the border line of starvation 
and that tens of thousands of families 
have an income that is not over six 
Hong Kong dollars (one U. S. dollar) 
a day. 

The Communists have solved the prob- 
lem. Colporteurs with a large stock of 
booklets, tracts, and comic books roam 
the streets. For a little more than one 
American cent they will allow a child 
(or an adult!) to read a comic book— 
Dick Tracy and scores of American 
comics are translated into Chinese, and 
a multitude of Walt Disney’s works. 
When the person has completed the 
comic book he is allowed to read, free, 
a subtly prepared booklet of Communis- 
tic propaganda. The colporteur will 
ask the reader three or four questions, 
the answers showing that the reader has 
understood the propaganda. If the 
Communist agent is satisfied, he will al- 
low the reader to look at another comic 
book free. 

One English couple has done some- 
thing to help which is most admirable 
and could be expanded on a large scale. 
Archdeacon and Mrs. Donnithorne are a 
venerable couple, past their three-score- 
and-ten, who are also refugees from their 
life-work on the mainland. He was a 
Cambridge University scholar and is 
highly respected by Chinese intellectuals. 
One story will tell something about the 
man. A few years ago the director of the 
British Museum in London showed him 
a piece of paper and told him that it was 
the oldest piece of paper known to man. 
It was real paper, made in China more 
than a thousand years before Christ. 
Donnithorne took it and began to 
laugh. “It could have been written yes- 
terday,” he said. It was a letter written 
by a woman to her family, telling how 
bad her husband was, how he drank, 
went out with other women, and ran up 
heavy debts! The point is that this Eng- 
lish scholar is able to read classical 
Chinese at a glance. And he is just as 
much at home in twentieth century 
common Chinese. 

The Donnithornes have a heart for 
Christ and so have a heart for the refu- 
gees. The British began to build great 
blocks of flats—vertical slums some 
people call them. We publish a striking 
picture of one group of these flats. They 
are built in the shape of the letter H 
and there are fourteen double blocks of 
these flats in our picture. At least three 


thousand people live in each of these 
blocks, so that about 50,000 people live 
in the buildings shown here. The Don- 
nithornes started to work in these flats. 
The Government has accepted the Don- 
nithornes as a tenant in one of these 
blocks, renting four rooms to them and 
granting them the privilege of holding 
meetings on the roof. The Donnithornes 
are trying to persuade the officials to 
hold certain key rooms in each block for 
a Christian family so that there can be 
a cell to reach the rest of the building. 
There are about seven hundred children 
in each of these blocks. 

Speaking of roof-tops, the refugee 
problem is so great that homeless people 
were able to rent small spaces on the 
roofs of buildings. All houses are flat- 
roofed in the tropics. We stood on a 
high place and looked out over a sea 
of houses. Bamboo huts were everywhere. 


The government says that 93,000 people 


are living on these rooftops. All water 
has to be carried, and, of course, there 
are no toilet facilities. Naturally, the 
gutters of the poorer quarters are not 
too clean. : 

The Donnithornes have been instru- 
mental in opening two reading rooms, 
one in Causeway Bay and the other in 
Tsun Wan, a district of the city. These’ 
are like the Christian Science reading 
rooms that are known throughout the 
United States. Missionary leaders of 
many groups agree that a chain of Chris- 
tian bookstore-reading rooms across the 
city would be one of the most fruitful 
means of circulating the gospel and win- 
ning people to Christ. In the two such 
reading rooms already established there 
has been a ready response, and only a 
few days before our visit a Buddhist 
priest came to Christ in one of them. A 
missionary leader writing a prospectus of 
needs at my request included the fol- 
lowing about reading rooms: “You prob- 
ably are aware that the Communists are 
using the method of book stores for the 
spreading of their damnable doctrine 
here in the Colony. They have attractive 
book stores and reading rooms through- 
out the entire Colony, offering a wide 
variety of reading materials, including 
newspapers, magazines, and books. These 
reading rooms are attracting thousands 
of people and are filled with young men 
and women standing by the hour, read- 
ing their materials.” 

Three million people in the colony; 
93,000 on the roof-tops; 3,000 crowded 
into each of scores of blocks of flats; 
tens of thousands of children playing on 
the side walks; thousands of restless stu- 
dents, knowing that education is their 
only hope and yet knowing that it is no 
guarantee of a livelihood. And over all 
this the threat of Communism, like a 
mountain side ready to fall in an ava- 
lanche. 


Our time may be very short. END 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 
(Continued from page 2) 


The terrible facts mentioned in this book 
should be known world-wide and accepted 
as an accusation of our customs in this 
respect. 

- Drunkards are not born as drunkards, 
but become so as a result of the [social 
habits} of our cultivated (?) world... . 1 
would conclude that we as Christians, as 
ordered in Romans 15:1, should stop drink- 
ing alcoholic drinks while . . . so many 
men are failing through our [example]. 

I regret to say that my experience in Hol- 
land is that not many Christians and even 
not many clergymen follow I Corinthians 
8:13. . . . The statistical figures mention 
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that there are about 30,000 alcoholics in 
Holland. 

It is my opinion that our churches will 
have to give serious warning respecting our 
abnormal consumption of alcohol because, 
humanly speaking, the gospel cannot come 
in where King Alcohol reigns. 

G. Don 
Viaardingen, The Netherlands 


ARABS SLIGHTED 


. Many of the statements (in “The 
Near-East Pressure Cooker” by the Editor- 
in-Chief, July) are perfectly true, . . . but 
I would like to point out a few misconcep- 
tions. Being a Christian Arab, formerly of 
the New City of Jerusalem, and now a citi- 
zen of Ramallah, Jordan, I think I am 
qualified to do so. 

. The Arabs sold lands to the refugee 
Jews who came from Europe after the war, 
but they did not sell all the lands they now 
hold. . . . The Jews always were a minority 
in Palestine before 1947, when they started 
violating the quota set up by the League 
of Nations. It is wrong to assume that there 
were few people in Palestine before the 
Jews came from Europe. . . . If Palestine 
had been sparsely populated before the com- 
ing of the Zionists, as the author implies, 
there would have been no refugee problem. 

. The greatest insult in the article . . . 
was the statement that, “left to their own 
level they (i.e. the Arabs) would have be- 
come the farmhands on Jewish farms and 
the manual labor in Jewish factories.” 
Doubtless, the author, did not have the op- 
portunity of meeting the best class of Arabs 
and thus seems only to take note of the 
educated advanced Jew, as if all that mat- 
ters in life is material advancement and 
industry. . . . To the Christian there are 
always the words, “Lay not up for your- 
selves treasures upon earth . . .” (Matt. 
6:19). 

In 1947, when the bickering started be- 
tween the Arabs and the Jews, the Arabs 
soon knew that they did not have the arms 
and ammunition Israel had obtained from 
the West. . . . No legal war was declared 
between the two peoples. However, even 
before the British mandate terminated on 
May 15, 1947, the Jews had started taking 
terrorist actions such as bombarding gov- 
ernment buildings (e.g. King David Hotel), 
and raiding villages (Deir Yasin)—actions 
which they committed not only against the 
Arabs, but also against the retreating Brit- 
ish government. . . . My family was literally 
driven out of its home in the New Jerusa- 
lem, leaving behind all our belongings. 
Only too well do I know the sound and 
terror of Zionist explosions and bombings, 
which were contrived in order to scare the 
Arabs out of the country. Yes, the Jews did 
invite the Arab citizens to stay by radio and 
loudspeaker but they drove them away by 
their cruel, sadistic actions. As the English 
saying goes, “Actions speak louder than 
words.” 

. This issue is a very complicated one 
and one which can be discussed at large. 
It is my hope and prayer that Christian 
Americans will come to understand it better. 
If it is God’s will, there will soon be peace 
in His Holy Land. 

CHRISTINA JOUZEH 
Washington, D. C. 


WHAT IS SALVATION 
(Continued from page 21) 


possession of any part of it is the guaran- 
tee of the possession of it all. Salvation 
in the future is mentioned throughout 
the Word of God and includes the sum 
of all the benefits and blessings that 
Christians, redeemed from all earthly 
ills, will enjoy after the visible return of 
Christ from Heaven in the consummated 
and eternal kingdom of God. 

Thus we read in a later chapter of Ro- 
mans, “Besides this you know what hour 
it is, how it is full time now for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer 
to us now than when we first believed” 
(Rom. 13:11). Here, clearly, is a con- 
cept of something that lies in the future, 
which we shall not know in the life we 
are now living on earth. 

Other strong passages enlarge on this 
same concept. Paul wrote to the Thes- 
salonian Christians concerning the end 
of this age and the coming day of the 
Lord and the judgment that He will 
bring to the earth. We read, “But as to 
the times and the seasons, brethren, you 
have no need to have anything written 
to you. For you yourselves know well 
that the day of the Lord will come like 
a thief in the night. When people say, 
There is peace and security, then sud- 
den destruction will come upon them as 
travail comes upon a woman with child, 
and there will be no escape. But you 
are not in darkness, brethren, for that 
day to surprise you like a thief. For you 
are all sons of light and sons of the day; 
we are not of the night or of darkness. 
So then let us not sleep, as others do, 
but let us keep awake and be sober. For 
those who sleep sleep at night, and those 
who get drunk are drunk at night. But, 
since we belong to the day let us be 
sober, and put on the breastplate of 
faith and love, and for a helmet the 
hope of salvation” (I Thess. 5:1-11). 
Note that this salvation is in the future, 
and it is the thought of all that is in- 
cluded in this future salvation that keeps 
us separated from the world with our 
faces turned in the direction of grow- 
ing holiness. And the passage contin- 
ues: “For God has not destined us for 
wrath, but to obtain salvation through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us 
that whether we wake or sleep we might 
live with Him. Therefore encourage 
one another and build one another up. 
just as you are doing.” The contrast that 
is set before men is very definite. You, 
whoever you are, are faced with the 
alternative of future wrath or future 
salvation. The one who has committed 
himself to Jesus Christ is insured of all 
the benefits that were gained by Him 
when He died on the cross, and of all 
the blessings that flow out from Him 
since it pleased the Father that all full- 
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_ ness would dwell in Him, and that we 
should be made complete in Him. 


Full Salvation 


A third passage in the Scripture that 
speaks of our salvation as lying in the 
future is to be found in a well-known 
paragraph in the Epistle to the Hebrews. 
We read in the ninth chapter that 
Christ has appeared in the past once for 
all to put away our sins by the sacrifice 
of Himself. He is appearing in the pres- 
ent at the right hand of God as our only 
mediator and intercessor. But, the pas- 
sage continues, “Unto them that look 
for him he shall appear the second time 
without sin unto salvation” (Heb. 9:28). 
The Revised Standard Version translates 
the Greek noun by an English verb 
but, perhaps, makes it a little clearer: 
“Christ, having been offered once to 
bear the sins of many, will appear a 
second time, not to deal with sin, but 
to save those who are eagerly waiting 
for Him.” Let me quote one other trans- 
lator before drawing the lesson from 
the passage. Phillips reads: “Christ was 
offered once to bear the sins of many 
and after that, to those who look for 
Him, He will appear a second time, not 
this time to deal with sin, but to bring 
them to full salvation.” 

What does this passage teach if it is 
not that the first coming of Christ was 
God’s intervention in the world to deal 
with the question of sin, while the sec- 
ond coming of Christ will be God’s in- 
tervention in the world to bring those 
who have trusted in Christ to the full 
triumph of His glory? It has been noted 
ten thousand times that this passage 
states that Christ has appeared to de- 
liver us from the penalty of sin; He is 
now appearing to deliver us from the 
power of sin; He will come again to 
deliver us from the very presence of sin. 
Oh! how important it is for us to know 
that at His first coming the Lord Jesus 
met the need of the individual, and that 
at His second coming He will deal with 
the world, with civilization and society, 
and all that rejected Him, and He will 
take His own into the completeness of 
the salvation that He has prepared for 
them that love Him. 

The important passage in Peter’s first 
Epistle is in this same vein: “By God’s 
power,” he tells the believers, “you are 
guarded through faith for a salvation 
ready to be revealed in the last time .. . 
as the outcome of your faith you obtain 
the salvation of your souls” (I Pet. 1:5,9). 
We cannot know, we cannot imagine 
what lies behind those words, “a salva- 
tion ready to be revealed in the last 
time.” 

The final verse which we consider in 
this series is one of the great choruses 
of praise that are found in the last book 
of the Bible, the Revelation, the Apoc- 
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Use Tnacts? 


Dr. J. Hudson Taylor, founder of the 
China Inland Mission, was led to the 
Lord by means of a tract. 














Today as Christians use them—prayerfully and 
carefully—tracts are winning many to a saving 
knowledge of our Lord, 

More tracts. are published now than ever be- 
fore. A.T.S. alone issued 18,000,000 last year. 

If you are challenged to get the Gospel to every 
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and through the mail. 

Over 200 different tracts, in several languages, 





two colors, attractive, oa on good paper, are 
available through A.T 


Write for free TRACT WALLET with 
samples of EFFECTIVE GOSPEL TRACTS. 
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you'll 

never [* 

know 

the 
HEARTACHES 


Behind each little face in the 
106 World Vision Orphanages 
is a story so sad it could never 
adequately be told — fathers, 
mothers, brothers, sisters vio- 
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alypse, the unveiling, in. which God re- 
veals many of the details of the final 
triumph that the Lord Jesus will win at 
the time of His return to the earth. In 
the twelfth chapter we have the story of 
the final war in Heaven and the casting 
out of Satan. Many people have been 
confused upon reading the Bible and 
have concluded that the devil has al- 
ready been cast out of Heaven because 
of Christ’s prophetic statement, “I be- 
held Satan as lightning, falling from 
heaven” (Luke 10:18). This, in the light 
of many other passages, must be seen to 
be a prophetic past, of which there are 
so many instances in the Bible, for long 
after the time of Christ Satan is still 
seen in Heaven, with his malignant 
forces, the principalities and the powers, 
opposing the believers in their spiritual 
warfare. It is against these powers, sit- 
uated in the heavenly places, that the 
believer must wrestle (Eph. 6:12). 

In the twelfth chapter of the Revela- 
tion the spiritual warfare in Heaven is 
brought to an end. The account of it 
reads as follows: “Now war arose in hea- 
ven, Michael and his angels fighting 
against the dragon; and the dragon and 
his angels fought, but they were defeated 
and there was no longer any place for 
them in heaven. And the great dragon 
was thrown down, that ancient serpent, 
who is called the devil and Satan, the 
deceiver of the whole world—he was 
thrown down to the earth, and his an- 
gels were thrown down with him. And 
I heard a loud voice in heaven, saying, 
Now the salvation and the power and 
the kingdom of our God and the author- 
ity of his Christ have come, for the ac- 
cuser of our brethren has been thrown 
down, who accuses them day and night 
before our God” (Rev. 12:7-10). Note 
the word: “Now the salvation . . . of our 
God [has] come.” This is the salvation 
for which we wait. 

In another place in Revelation, the 
multitude which no man can number 
cries out with a loud voice, “Salvation 
belongs to our God who sits upon the 
throne, and to the Lamb” (7:10). This 
is the salvation for which we wait. 

With all the prospect of glory in our 
minds as we wait for Christ’s coming, 
we must not lose sight of the fact that 
He, Himself, is greater than His glory; 
He is more wonderful than His gifts; He 
is more, far more, than the salvation 
which He has reserved for us. And it is 
He, the Lord Jesus, whom we delight to 
confess with our mouth—and we delight 
that our confession owns Him as the 
Lord and as our own Lord personally. 
More than any bride ever delighted to 
acknowledge her husband do we delight 
to acknowledge Jesus Christ is Lord. 
With Thomas we say, “My Lord and 
my God” (John 20:28). And He is the 
author of that eternal salvation that is 
ours now. END 


ETERNITY 




















WE ARE BECOMING 
(Continued from page 19) 


of God as essential wisdom, though 
their concept of wisdom was less intel- 
lectual than moral. To them the wise 
man was the good man, the godly man, 
and wisdom at its noblest reaches was to 
love God and keep His commandments. 
The Hebrew thinker could not divorce 
wisdom from righteousness. Two of the 
greatest of the apocryphal books, Wis- 
dom of Solomon and Ecclesiasticus, cele- 
brate the wisdom that consorts with 
righteousness with an eloquence that is 
sometimes equal to that of the canonical 
Scriptures. 

Another object for Christian love to 
fix upon is truth, and again we have 
difficulty separating the truth of God 
from God Himself. Christ said, “I am the 
truth,” and in so saying joined truth and 
the Deity in inseparable union. To love 
God is to love truth, and to love truth 
with steadfast ardor is to grow toward 
the image of truth and away from the 
lie and the error. 

It is unnecessary to name or try to 
name all the other good and holy things 
God has approved as our models. The 
Bible sets them before us—mercy, kind- 
ness, purity, humility, and many more, 
and the Spirit-taught soul will know 
what to do about them. 

The sum of it all seems to be that we 
should cultivate interest in and love for 
the morally beautiful. Was that why 
Paul wrote to the Philippians: “Finally, 
brethren, whatsoever things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatso- 
ever things are just, whatsoever things 
are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; 
if there be any virtue, and if there be 
any praise, think on these things” (4:8)? 
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THE FAMILY LIKENESS 
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what we shall be” (how could it seeing 
we are spiritual babes or at best early 
teenagers?) “but we know that when he 
shall appear we shall be like him; 
for we shall see him as he is” (I John 
3:2). We have now His life within us, 
and we know that His plan is that 
“Christ shall be formed in us.” So, quite 
logically, our future is clear for, “When 
we shall see him we shall be like him.” 
THAT IS HEAVEN. 

These truths if really appreciated will 
make great changes in our outlook for 
“every man that has this hope in him 
purifieth himself, even as he (God) is 
pure” I John 3:3. 

If the whole plan and purpose of 
our lives is to be like God, then some 
things must be drastically altered. Our 
relationships with the other members 
of His family must be put and kept right 
(I John 2:9-11) for they are begotten of 
the same Father. I visited a woman 
whose family were hopelessly divided, 
and with tears streaming down her face 
she said, “They would all do almost any- 
thing for me, but if only they could see 
that the one thing that would prove 
their love to me would be if they would 
love one another.” That is what Christ 
taught, “That ye love one another; as 
I have loved you, that ye also love one 
another. By this shall all men know that 
ye are my disciples, if ye have love to 
another” (John 13: 34, 35). Honestly, 
how do we stand on this? There may and 
should be healthy differences of opinion 





in any family, and there will be this in 
the family of God, but when it leads to 
quarreling and animosity it is downright 
sin, and “we walk in darkness” (I John’ 
2:9). 

Another thing to be adjusted is our 
relationship to the world and that not 
on the “touch not, taste not, handle not” 
basis of legalism, which causes so much 
evangelical witness to be moribund, but 
on the altogether higher level of affec- 
tion. Where does your love center? On 
the things of the world, or on your 
heavenly Father; on Him who is. Eternal 
or on the things which are passing away? 
(I John 2:15-17). 

A good and happy home hasn’t a list 
of “Do’s and Do-nots” hanging in the 
entrance for where there is love these 
are quite unnecessary, and if love is ab- 
sent they will be unrecognized. Love 
God with all your heart, soul, mind, 
strength; and your neighbor as yourself, 
and you will not need a list of rules of 
conduct, for on these hang all the law 
and the prophets. 

Here, then, is the secret of growing 


| like your Heavenly Father. Focus your 


thoughts on His amazing love for you 
that has made you His child; accept the 
fact that this gives you a new relation- 
ship with the world; realize the promise 
this gives for the future for if you are 
now children you have the assurance 
that one day you will be like Him; ap- 
preciate the discipline of love that this 
places upon you so that in your rela- 
tionships with fellow-Christians and the 
world your governing thought will be, 
“Tam a child of God.” Enp 
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SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISM 
(Continued from page 7) 


in that he never held to the “day of 
atonement” and “investigative judg- 
ment” theories as developed by Seventh- 
day Adventists. For William Miller the 
era of chronological speculation was 
over, and he died shortly thereafter, a 
broken and disillusioned man who was, 
nevertheless, honest and forthright when 
in error or when repudiating error, and 
there can be no honest doubt that he 
now enjoys the presence of the Lord 
whose appearing he so anxiously awaited. 

We return now to the three branches 
or groups which eventually united to 
form the Seventh-day Adventist de- 
nomination, for it is important that 
the reader understand the early back- 
ground of Seventh-day Adventist history 
and theology. 

Each of the three groups mentioned 
held a distinctive doctrine. The group 
headed by Hiram Edson in western New 
York proclaimed the doctrine of the 
sanctuary “as embracing a special or 
final ministry of Christ in the Holy of 
Holies in the heavenly sanctuary, thus 
giving new meaning to the message, 
The Hour of God’s Judgment has 
come.’” The second group, headed by 
Joseph Bates, with the main following 
in Massachusetts and New Hampshire, 
advocated the Sabbath feature or the 
observance of the Seventh-day “as in- 
volved in the keeping of the command- 
ments of God.” The third group empha- 
sized the “spirit of prophecy” or the 
testimony of Jesus, which they believed 


was to be manifest in the “remnant 
church” (Rev. 14:6-12, also Rev. 12:17, 
19:10), or “The last segment of God’s 
church of the centuries.” Between the 
years 1844 and 1847 the thinking of 
these two groups crystallized and was 
actively declared and promulgated in 
the writings of their respective leaders, 
Hiram Edson, O. R. L. Crosier, Joseph 
Bates, James White, and Ellen G. 
White. 

Though the name “Seventh-day Ad- 
ventist denomination” was not officially 
assumed by the group until 1860 at a 
conference held in Battle Creek, Michi- 
gan, Seventh-day Adventism had been 
born, and in 1855 the headquarters of 
the movement was centralized in Battle 
Creek, where it remained until 1903, 
when the national headquarters was 
moved to Washington, D. C. 

The three distinctive doctrines of 
Seventh-day Adventism, which were 
previously enumerated, will be discussed 
along with others in the second and 
third articles of this series on Seventh- 
day Adventism, so at this time we shall 
omit any discussion of them. However, 
the Adventists had a definite theological 
platform, which through the years has 
varied little, but which in comparatively 
recent years has undergone a very def- 
inite evolution toward a more forth- 
right declaration concerning the prin- 
ciples of the historic Christian faith, 
especially as they are embodied in the 
tenets of orthodox Christian theology. 
These matters as previously stated will 
be discussed in our second and third 
articles. 
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As is the case with most religious move- 
ments, one extraordinary personality of- 
ten dominates the entire history of the 
group, and Seventh-day Adventism is no 
exception to this rule. The dominant 
personality of Seventh-day Adventism 
was Ellen G. White, one of the most fas- 
cinating figures ever to appear upon the 
horizon of religious history, and a con- 
troversial personage whose memory and 
work have been alternately praised by 
Adventists and damned by their enemies 
since the early years of the movement’s 
history. Born Ellen Gould Harmon 
in Gorham, Maine in 1827, and reared 
a devout church-going Methodist in the 
city of Portland, Mrs. White, early in 
her religious experience, became known 
as an unusual person, for she bore wit- 
ness to certain “revelations,” which she 
believed she had received from Heaven, 
and as early as the age of seventeen em- 
braced the Adventist faith of the Miller- 
ites (E. G. White Life Sketches, pp. 
64-68). 


Although Mrs. White, after her mar- 
riage to James White, a prominent Ad- 
ventist leader, eventually exerted a tre- 
mendous influence upon the thinking of 
Seventh-day Adventists—and does to this 
day through her prolific writings—she 
never claimed for herself infallibility in 
matters of inspiration; or as Dr. Froom 
has put it, “She neither claimed nor ac- 
cepted the role of infallibility, which is 
vastly different from inspiration, or the 
influence of the spirit of God upon the 
spirit of the submissive servant and mes- 
senger. Like the prophets of old she illu- 
minated and applied truth and gave 
guidance to her fellow believers. She did 
not lay claim to the title of prophet, 
preferring to be called a ‘messenger’ and 
‘servant’ of God.” 


The writer has read extensively in the 
publications of the Seventh-day Adven- 
tist denomination and almost all of the 
writings of Ellen G. White, including 
her testimonies, and feels free to state 
that there can be no doubt that Mrs. 
White was a “born again” Christian 
woman who truly loved the Lord Jesus 
Christ and who dedicated herself un- 
stintingly to the task of bearing witness 
for Him as she felt led. It should be 
clearly understood that in some places 
orthodox Christian theology and the in- 
terpretations of Mrs. White do not agree; 
in fact, in some places they are at direct 
loggerheads, but on the cardinal doc- 
trines of the Christian faith necessary to 
the salvation of the soul and the growth 
of the life in Christ, Ellen G. White has 
never written anything which is seriously 
contrary to the simple, plain declarations 
of the gospel. One may disagree with 
Mrs. White’s interpretation of the atone- 
ment and the scapegoat; one may chal- 
lenge her stress upon the Seventh-day 
Sabbath, health reform, and conditional 
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immortality, etc.; but no one can fairly 
challenge her writings on the basis of 
their conformity to the basic principles 
of the gospel, for conform they most cer- 
tainly do! Many critics of Seventh-day 
Adventism have assumed a priori—mostly 
from the writings of professional Ad- 
ventist detractors such as E. B. Jones— 
that Mrs. White was a fearsome ogre 
who devoured all who opposed her, and 
they have never stopped saying that 
Seventh-day Adventists believe that she 
is infallible despite the published official 
position of the denomination, which 
states the direct contrary to these perver- 
sions. To quote the official denomina- 
tional position: “Ellen G. White’s writ- 
ings are not the source of our exposi- 
tions. We derive our faith from the 
Scriptures, and our interpretations of 
prophecy were all established before Mrs. 
White spoke or wrote thereon. We hold 
her writings in highest esteem and be- 
lieve that the Holy Spirit illumined her 
mind in the penning of these counsels 
to the Seventh-day Adventist Church. 
Their conformity with biblical, histori- 
cal, and scientific facts is truly remark- 
able we feel, but we do not and never 
have put them on a parity with Scrip- 
ture as some falsely charge.” 

In addition to this statement the fol- 
lowing comment from representatives of 
the General Conference of Seventh-day 
Adventists, which is the governing body 
and voice of Seventh-day Adventism 
worldwide, clearly states the denomina- 
tional position relative to Ellen G. 
White: “Seventh-day Adventists uniform- 
ly believe that the canon of Scripture 
closed with the book of Revelation. We 
hold that all writings and teachings are 
to be judged by and are subject to the 
Bible, which stands alone and unique 
as the source and norm of our Christian 


with their attitude toward Mrs. White, 
but nothing she ever. wrote on those 
doctrines essential to salvation or Chris- 
tian living would characterize her in any 
way as being other than a Christian in 
every sense of the term. 

D. M. Canright,* in his two books on 
Ellen G. White, has gone into great crit- 
ical details based upon his early asso- 
ciation and personal acquaintance with 
Mrs. White, and many of the points 
which Canright makes from the stand- 
point of a personal opinion no one is 
capable of challenging for the simple 
reason that nobody ever had source ma- 
terial enough to question Brother Can- 
right’s analysis. Having read D. M. Can- 
right, E. B. Jones, and every major work 
on Seventh-day Adventism printed in the 
United States and Europe over the past 
fifty-seven years, the writer, too, is un- 
able to determine whether or not Can- 
right’s judgments where Mrs. White is 
concerned are 100 per cent valid. If the 
reader is seriously interested in a com- 
parison of the two positions he is urged 
to read F. D. Nicol’s book, Ellen G. 


‘White and Her Critics and compare it 


with Canright’s volumes, The Life of 
Mrs. E. G. White and Seventh-day Ad- 
ventism Renounced, at the end of which, 
reading he is free to make up his own 
mind as to the character and work: of 
Ellen G. White. To this writer as a stu- 
dent of comparative religions it is irrele- 
vant whether or not Mrs. White as a 
person was actually everything that 
Brothers Canright or Nicol proclaim. 
After all, she never claimed infallibility 
for herself, and, therefore, to refute 
Ellen G. White either as a person or 
theologically is certainly not to refute 
Seventh-day Adventism per se, for there 


* An ex-Adventist leader of great magnitude 
and a personal friend for many years of Ellen 
G. White. He left the movement, became a 
Baptist minister, and wrote much against SDA. 
His criticisms where they bear upon the Sab- 
bath, soul sleep, annihilation of the wicked, the 
sanctuary doctrine, the investigative judgment, 
the spirit of prophecy as manifested in Mrs. 
White, and health reform in SDA are frequently 
well taken; however, much has changed since 
Canright’s day and his work must be viewed in 
the light of current SDA theology. 
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faith. We do not consider Ellen G. White 
to be in the category of the writers of 
the canon of Scripture. Her writings are 
regarded by Adventists as containing spe- 
cial counsel from God concerning per- 
sonal religion and the conduct of our 
denominational work. That portion of 
her writings which might be classified as 
prediction actually forms a very small 
segment. And even when she deals with 
what is coming on earth, her statements | | att 
are only amplifications of Bible proph- | | cee 
ecy. She did not assume the title of 
prophet, but simply a messenger of the 
Lord, “To claim to be a prophetess is 
something that I have never done... 
but my work has covered so many lines 
that I cannot call myself other than a 
messenger sent to bear a message from 
the Lord’” (Review and Herald, July 
26, 1906). 

While it is true that Seventh-day Ad- 
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are schools of interpretation within the 
Seventh-day Adventist movement which 
disagree with Ellen G. White’s interpre- 
tations on some points, and it is signi- 
ficant to note that her writings are not 
a test of fellowship in the denomination! 
To emphasize this point the Review and 
Herald, February 15, 1870, made the fol- 
lowing statement: ‘We therefore do not 
test the world in any manner by these 
gifts. Nor do we in our intercourse with 
other religious bodies who are striving 
to walk in the fear of God in any way 
make these a test of Christian character.” 

Another significant fact is that James 
White, three times President of the Gen- 
eral Conference of Seventh-day Adven- 
tists, when speaking on the work of his 
wife, expressly declared that “Adven- 
tists do not, however, make a belief in 
this work a test of Christian fellowship” 
(Review and Herald, June 13, 1871). 
F. M. Wilcox who for thirty-five years 
was editor of the Review and Herald, the 
Adventist denominational church paper, 
wrote, “In the practice of the church it 
has not been customary to disfellow- 
ship one because he did not recognize 
the doctrine of spiritual gifts... . A 
member of the church should not be ex- 
cluded from the membership of the 
church because of his inability to recog- 
nize clearly the doctrine of spiritual gifts 
and its application to the second advent 
movement” (The Testimony of Jesus, 
pp. 141, 143). 

Today the Seventh-day Adventist de- 
nomination numbers over a_ million 
throughout the world, operates a total 
of forty-two publishing houses and pro- 
duces literature in more than two hun- 
dred languages, while publishing over 
three hundred periodicals, which include 
correspondence courses, Sabbath School 
lessons, etc. In their Bible study courses, 
advertised over the Voice of Prophecy, 
their official denominational radio pro- 
gram, the Adventists have enrolled more 
than three million persons, and the 
Signs of the Times, their weekly paper, 
has a circulation of over a million cop- 
ies per month. 

In addition to their tremendous print- 
ed propaganda the Adventists have ex- 
celled in medical works on the mission 
field and in the United States and have 
numerous sanitariums and _ hospitals, 
which enjoy excellent reputations. 

We cannot hope to cover the entire 
scope of Seventh-day Adventist historical 
development in an article of this length. 
However, enough has been shown to in- 
dicate clearly that from meager hegin- 
nings in the wake of the Great Disap- 
pointment of 1844 and the collapse of 
the Millerite movement, the Seventh- 
day Adventist denomination has pressed 
forward and expanded until today it 
constitutes an important segment of 
American Protestantism. Its theology 
will be the subject of our next article. 
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constitute the assembly are without 
doubt the most powerful factor in the 
Church’s influence on the world in any 
given period. 

As he meets with others in the Body, 
the Christian will be guided in biblical 
principles which apply to the current 
problem, and he will come to certain 
conclusions as to the Christian attitude. 
When he returns to the world (his non- 
Christian neighbors, his business asso- 
ciates, those with whom he has social 
relationships) the Christian will bear 
testimony—even though he doesn’t say 
a word—as to what is the Christian 
attitude toward the problem. 

Therefore when Christians lag behind 
the world in any area of personal or 
social righteousness, it cannot but dis- 
credit the Church of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and its message. 

This is especially true when applied 
to those who suffer as a result of the 
attitude of Christians. The general 
silence of the Church in Germany dur- 
ing Hitler’s persecution of the Jews did 
irreparable harm to the gospel of Jesus 
Christ as it was understood by Jews. On 
the other hand, immeasurable good re- 
sulted from those bright, isolated in- 
stances where, at the risk of their own 
safety and security, Christians stood 
up for the rights of Jews. 

For those of us who are Christians, 
the significant fact in the present situa- 
tion is that educated Negroes tend to 
equate racial discrimination with 
biblical (evangelical) | Christianity. 
Among the reasons for this belief, the 
most basic seems to be that in the two 
main areas of the world where the race 
problem is most acute (South Africa 
and Southern United States) biblical 
sanctions are claimed by white people 
to support their position. The inferiority 
of the Negro race is “proved” by an 
assumption that Negroes are the de- 
scendants of Ham and are therefore 
under the curse of God to perpetual 
servitude. And segregation is defended 
with the claim that the Bible forbids 
intermarriage of the races, and therefore 
social integration is to be avoided. 

In those instances where Southern 
denominations have gone on record as 
favoring non-segregation in the church 
and church-related education, the op- 


of organized Christianity and the strong- 
hold of Ku Kluxism, the defender of the 
faith and the violator of the Constitu- 
tion, the only place in the land where 
a Christian preacher is likely to be oust- 
ed for urging his flock to practice what 
it preaches. 

“. . . The members of these Citizens 
Councils are persons of some importance 
in their respective communities, and 
undoubtedly most of them are Christian 
church members of chiefly fundamental- 
ist persuasion who are dedicated to 
Christian morality. 

“And yet they have declared war upon 
fellow-citizens of another color who 
militantly seek to have the laws of the 
land enforced and fair play practiced 
in their communities. . 

“Credit is being frozen, supplies are 


‘being withheld, honest men are being 


traduced and threatened, teachers are 
losing their jobs, letters are being il- 
legally opened, telephones are being, 
tapped, fiery crosses burned, and houses 
stoned. 
_“. , . Simultaneously, these immoral 
people attend Bible meetings, seldom 
miss a church service, send their off- 
spring to Sunday Schools where they 
learn (or at least hear) right from 
wrong, become acquainted with God’s 
word, and are directed to go forth to 
preach and practice it. 

“What manner of people are these 
who can be at the same time, hot and 
cold, right and wrong, just and unjust, 
moral and immoral? 

‘. .. How can these immoralists teach 
morality to us?” 
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position has usually been led by those 
who are known for their fundamental 
(evangelical) theology. Small wonder 
that, “I believe in the Bible,” and, “T 
believe in segregation,” are identified 
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in Negro thinking, especially among " 
those who are educated. ( 


An editorial in the Pittsburgh Courier, | i GOSPE [ LIG HT R f Si 


a leading Negro newspaper, of Novem- 1214 S. Brand Blvd. Glendale 4, Calif 
ber 12, 1955, commented under the A 65 Central Ave. Mound, Minnesota 
heading, “The Immoral Moralists”: : 

“The South is at once the stronghold 
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The result of all this is great injury 
to the primary external calling of the 
Church: to proclaim the redemptive 
message to all men, including Negroes, 
and to bring them to the Lord Jesus 
Christ. We can hardly exaggerate the 
impression which such an attitude makes 
upon Negroes and other non-white races 
throughout the world. It is bad enough 
for the non-white races to blame “Chris- 
tian” America for wrongs against the 
Negro; it is infinitely worse for biblical 
Christians to take a position which does 
such injury to the world-wide Christian 
cause, especially when (as I believe) the 
position is not supported by the Bible. 

I realize that some Christians for 
whom I have a great deal of respect 
and regard in the Lord do not share 
my convictions, but look upon such a 
view of the race problem as typical of 
liberal (in the anti-biblical sense) theo- 
logical, political, and social thought. But 
I recall that a century ago a great deal 
of criticism was directed by some Chris- 
tians toward other Christians who did 
not believe that slavery was consistent 
with Christian morality, and that many 
liberals and agnostics were in the fore- 
front of the movement to end slavery. 

May I brietly give you the biblical 
position which underlies my opinion in 
this area of contemporary race relations. 

In the first place, the Bible indicates 
that in this age of grace, all human 
beings are on an equal basis in God’s 
sight, and are equally in need of the 
message of redemption. The Negro is 
no less a human being than the white, 
nor do I find any ground in Scripture 
for considering the Negro lower down 
on the human scale than the white. 
Anthropologists tell us that if we take 
off the outside layer of skin, it is im- 
possible to differentiate between a 
Negro and white person from the skele- 
ton. And while there has been a cultural 
and educational lag (as our own Anglo- 
Saxon ancestors once lagged behind the 
Romans) Negroes have the same mental 
capacity and potential as white people, 
according to scientific studies. 

Gunnar Myrdal (An American 
Dilemma) has summed up the scientific 
position in these words: “When we ap- 
proach [race] problems on the hypothesis 
that differences in behavior are to be 
explained largely in terms of social and 
cultural factors, we are on scientifically 
safe ground. If we should, however, ap- 
proach them on the hypothesis that they 
are to be explained primarily in terms 
of heredity, we do not have any scientific 
basis for our assumption.” 

I feel that we should be quite definite 
on this point since some white people, 
including Christians, tend almost un- 
consciously to consider the Negro as a 
lower order of human being than the 
white. 

In the second place, I find no biblical 


basis for the claim that Ham's descend- 
ants are the Negro race. Racial char- 
acteristics or color are not mentioned 
in the Bible in connection with the 
curse upon Ham. Nor do we find that 
the various groups of people were dis- 
persed at the time of Ham, but rather 
at the time of the Tower of Babel. I 
know of no professional anthropologist 
—Christian or non-Christian—who identi- 
fies the descendents of Ham with the 
Negro race. 

But even if we should grant, for the 
sake of considering the implications, 
that the descendants of Ham are the 
Negroes and that the judgment of God 
is upon them, this would not excuse 
an attitude of white superiority over 
Negroes, or make such an attitude right. 
God’s Word did predict the persecution 
of the Jewish people, but historically 
woe to that person or nation which 
carried out the predicted judgment 
upon the Jews. The Christian has not 
been called to execute God’s judgment 
upon others, but in love to proclaim 
God’s grace. 

In the third place, a great deal is 
currently made by some Christians of 
the statement in Acts 17:26, “[God] hath 
determined . . . the bounds of their 
habitation.” It is plain that this portion 
of a verse indicates the will of God in 
the geographical location of the races. 
Lacking other more definite biblical ref- 
erences, I would be hesitant about 
grounding the theory of segregation ot 
the races upon such a brief passage as 
this, especially in view of the introduc- 
tion to the verse: “[God] hath made of 
one blood all nations of men for to 
dwell on all the face of the earth.” 

Of course, I believe that God controls 
the bounds of human habitations, and 
that the great migrations of history are 
examples of His sovereign control. Such 
a migration (albeit forced) as that of 
Negroes to the United States from their 
native Africa during the past two 
hundred years we recognize as planned 
by God. Therefore today we are con- 
fronted with a situation which does not 
involve restricted bounds of habitation, 
but arises out of the fact that God has 
permitted various races to live together. 
The other side of this question is shown 
by the migration of Europeans to Africa, 
which has created a similar problem 
there. 

Lest I be misunderstood, I should like 
to state that I do not consider this ex- 
clusively a Southern problem. In his 
rather definitive work Gunnar Myrdal 
spoke of it as an “American dilemma,” 
and I am fully aware that the North 
has not solved matters. 

Whether Northern or Southern, white 
or Negro, Christian or non-Christian, 
the natural heart of man—including the 
motivating roots of his outward conduct 
—is desperately wicked. Therefore I do 
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not expect prejudices to dissolve or 
hearts to change as a result of law. 

But I do believe that the civil ramifi- 
cations must be resolved within the or- 
derly processes of law. Such questions as 
whether a Negro child shall have the 
opportunity for as good an education 
at public expense as a white child or not, 
whether a literate Negro shall be per- 
mitted to vote, whether trial before 
one’s peers involves the right of Negroes 
to serve on juries: certainly these are 
matters which should be decided in 
accordance with the law of the United 
States, especially the Bill of Rights and 
the Fourteenth Amendment of our 
Constitution. 

Therefore I have been thankful for 
the recent Supreme Court decisions 
which have, in their long-range imple- 
mentation, guaranteed equal rights to 
Negroes. Perhaps, as many Southerners 
have written, the changes were bound to 
come anyway. Certainly such a state 
as North Carolina was making consider- 
able progress even before the federal 
action. But a century does seem to be 
a long enough time for a freed people 
to wait for rights which theoretically 
became theirs when they received their 
freedom. 

What was the purpose of the Supreme 
Court? Certainly not to change human 
hearts, but to insure that—as applied 
to education—every right and advantage 
which a white child possesses by virtue of 
his citizenship shall also become the 
corresponding right and advantage of 
every Negro child. I have seen few 
Negro elementary or high schools in the 
South, but judging by Negro colleges 
which I have visited and have compared 
to white colleges, this is no small gain 
for the Negro. And the experience in 
Washington’s newly integrated school 
system, which shows that on an achieve- 
ment basis Negro children are two or 
three grades below children who pre- 
viously attended all-white schools, is an 


additional indication of the inferior 
quality of instruction in segregated 
Negro schools. 


It seems obvious that when any in- 
equality of as long standing as this one 
is corrected, there will be at least a 
temporary period of many adjustments 
which will create hardships for both 
parties. Some Negroes will be disap- 
pointed over being placed in a lower 
grade than they were in at the segregated 
school, because they are not up to the 
grade level of work. Negro high school 
graduates will in other instances be dis- 
appointed for the same reason at not 
being accepted for college matriculation. 

And, of course, we can understand 
the feelings of white parents who ob- 
serve the educationally retarding eftects 
of admitting poorly educated Negro 
children to schools which previously had 
so much higher standards than the 
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“separate but equal” Negro schools, Yet 
by limiting the size of classes and apply- 
ing the best educational theories to 
remedial work in various subjects, this 
problem can be at least partially met. 
Certainly, wherever necessary, federal 
funds should be appropriated to in- 
crease and improve facilities, and to sub- 
sidize additional teachers. 

I am aware that more is involved in 
Negro educational retardation than in- 
ferior teaching and educational plants. 
Such factors as lack of encouragement 
to study at home, absence of reference 
works in the home, the inability of 
parents to give help, dissatisfaction of 
children with school and desire to go 
to work: all these and many other rea- 
sons could be given. Yet the question 
comes to one’s mind as to whether these 
same factors do not create a similar 
problem in our Northern schools. Could 
not the quality of ‘instruction in public 
schools in the North be vastly improved 
if children who come from lower income 
groups were segregated in their own 
schools? Obviously this would give 
Northern children in the higher income 
brackets the same advantages as South- 
ern white childern have had up to the 
present time. 

But in doing away with segregation, 
has the individual freedom of white 
people been violated? This is the claim 
of many Southerners, and if it is true, 
there are serious implications. I believe 
in individual freedom. But I also be- 
lieve that the Federal court decisions 
left the white citizen with his freedom 
intact, although they greatly enhanced 
the Negro citizen’s rights. 

The individual white or Negro citi- 
zen remains free to determine whether 
he will accept social integration or not. 
Thus the white parent may decide. to 
send his child to a privately supported, 
all-white school. The train rider may 
decide to travel by automobile, thus 
preserving the segregated travel which 
he personally desires. The reply may be 
made that such an exercise of the in- 
dividual’s right not to accept integra- 
tion will cost him money, and many 
will be unable to afford private schools 
and automobiles. This is true, but be- 
fore the court decisions this individual 
freedom of white people was at the ex- 
pense of Negro men and women, boys 
and girls who were deprived of that 
which should be rightfully theirs in 
American society—a free society which 
is predicated upon equal rights of all 
before the law and in tax-supported 
institutions regardless of race. 

In my opinion the great difference 
between the situation in the North and 
that in the South lies in this area of 
law. The Montgomery Advertiser and 
various other Southern voices have 
stressed such situations as Chicago’s 
Trumbull Park race riots and disturb- 
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ances in other Northern cities. As a 
Northerner I am ashamed of these in- 
cidents, and readily admit that our 
Northern hearts are desperately wicked. 
But the difference is that the law (rep- 
resenting the community of citizens in 
its expression as well as its codification) 
in the North is unequivocally, in most 
instances, on the side of equal rights 
for all. Thus Chicago has provided sev- 
eral hundred policemen to protect the 
rights of Negroes to live in the Trum- 
bull Park development. 

I do not live in a Negro neighborhood, 
nor in an integrated area. But as a 
Christian and American who believes 
in equal rights for others, I could not 
interfere with the right of Negroes to 
live on our block. I believe that Negroes, 
the same as white people, should have 
the right to live wherever they desire. 

My own right to choose my neighbor- 
hood, of course, remains intact. If a 
Negro family moved in next-door, I 
could choose to move (although I trust 
that I would not). But I could not pre- 
vent the Negro from exercising his right 
to choose where he will live. 

Applying this principle on a broader 
scale, I feel that instead of white people 
in the Deep South objecting to the 
“ratio” of Negroes to whites in their 
areas, the solution may be for them to 
move elsewhere in the country where the 
ratio is less. In spite of the serious 
personal, economic, and social unheaval 
this would cause the white people, I 
consider such a move the Christian 
(and also American) reaction rather 
than to continue to subordinate Negroes’ 
rights to their desires. 

And while we are on the subject of 
moving, we should note that this is the 
peaceful course of action taken each 
year by hundreds of thousands of South- 
ern Negroes. In_ general Southern 
Negroes have not fought the hopeless 
battle of their rights in the South until 
very recently. Instead, migration to 
Northern cities has been their reaction. 

It is estimated that five million 
Negroes have migrated from the South 
to Northern cities during the past forty 
years. Most of these migrants have been 
unskilled land workers, but in recent 
years the North has siphoned off many 
in the educated, professional classes as 
well—to the Southern Negroes’ loss. 

During those forty years the life ex- 
pectancy of Negro boy babies has risen 
from thirty-two to fifty-eight years. 
Numerous other changes for the better 
have been experienced by Negroes. 
Small wonder, then, that, in the absence 
of encouragement from such sources as 
white Christians, Negroes in the South 
are turning to the (Northern) National 
Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People as representing hope for 
an even happier future. 

Not that I am an advocate of the 
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N.A.A.C.P. On many occasions I believe 
they have shown poor judgment (for 
instance, all the fanfare in enrolling Miss 
Autherine Lucy, which merely invited 
trouble). But I believe I can understand 
why Negroes are turning to the N.A.A.- 
C.P. as their source of hope rather than 
to the Christian Church. 

Before leaving this question of law, 
I should like to quote from an article 
by George W. Forell, ‘““What the Roman 
Empire Could Teach Mississippi,” which 
was published in the (Lutheran) Fron- 
tiers. 

“Anybody who has read the Acts of 
the Apostles will remember with what 


efficiency the entire machinery of the 
Roman Empire operated on behalf of 
one of its least important citizens. The 
Roman civil servants in Palestine in- 
sisted that there had to be specific 
charges against Paul. when the Jews ac- . 
cused him and wanted to kill him. 
Though these government officials didn’t 
particularly like Paul, according to the 
law a Roman citizen had certain in- 
alienable rights—not merely on paper 
but in fact. 

“Before we start making nasty com- 
ments about the Romans we should ask 
ourselves what would have happened 
to Paul if he had been a Negro in some 
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Mississippi county and opposed the 
mores of that community. Would an 
appeal to his rights as an American 
citizen have helped him? Would the 
machinery of our government have been 
as effective as the machinery of the 
Roman Empire? 

“Now, remember, the emperor at that 
time was probably Nero. He certainly 
was a worthless individual according to 
all historical records. But in spite of his 
personal repulsiveness, the empire he 
ruled was an empire of law and order. 
It was a government of law rather than 
men. ... 

“It seems a fairly common notion that 
having more nice, pious individuals in 
government would automatically im- 
prove our political situation. If only 
our public officials would go to church 
on Sunday, we'd all be in good shape. 

“I am sure that most people in Miss- 
issippi go to church very regularly. And 
I am equally convinced that Felix and 
Festus, the civil servants in the Acts of 
the Apostles, never went to church at 
all. But Felix and Festus had - respect 
for law and protected the rights of Ro- 
man citizens.” 

At the time of Emmett Till’s murder 
I looked in vain for any biblical Chris- 
tian comment from pulpit or in the 
Christian press. The only truly Christian 
reaction I found was in an _ unlikely 
place: a Life magazine editorial. I did 
read an editorial by a Southern Chris- 
tian leader in a fundamental paper 
which completely overlooked the boy’s 
murder and commented derogatorily on 
his father’s Army record. 

Dr. Melville J. Herskovits, Professor of 
Anthropology at Northwestern Univer- 
sity, has carried out careful research 
which indicates that 71.7 per cent of 
American Negroes have white ancestry. 
If anything, this figure is low since it 
only includes those about whom the 
facts were known. As a Christian I have 
been disturbed by the high proportion 
of mulattos one sees in the South—a pro- 
portion not noticeably less than one ob- 
serves in New York or Chicago. Yet in 
the South intermarriage is not legally 
possible. 

The white Southerner usually is 
strongly against intermarriage and severe 
in punishing any Negro who has social 
contact with a white woman. Yet judging 
by the evidence of mulattos one sees in 
the South, many white men evidently 
treat Negro women as chattels. Surely 
a Christian should protest against such 
a sinful, hypocritical double standard. 

A mild-mannered, elderly Pullman 
porter on the Southern Railroad put it 
this way several years ago: “We Negroes 
can’t understand why white men aren’t 
willing to sit next to our women, when 
they’re so ready to sleep with them.” 

Now I certainly do not mean to im- 
ply that white Christians in the South 


are responsible for this situation. But 
when I hear Southern Christian leaders 
crying out against white children going 
to school with Negro children, I cannot 
help wondering why their prophetic 
voices are silent on these weightier mat- 
ters of the law where the Bible speaks 
with no uncertain sound. 

Intermarriage is one of the prime fac- 
tors in most white people’s attitudes 
toward the contemporary race question. 
But I am inclined to agree with the 
comment of an elderly Negro professor 
in a Southeastern college: “Intermarriage 
is the first thing that white people think 
of when the Negro problem is men- 
tioned, and it’s the last thing the Negro 
wants. On the other hand, equal social 
and economic opportunity is the first 
thing the Negro wants, and it’s the last 
thing the white person considers.” And 
yet to my way of thinking as a Christian 
and American, even this matter of inter- 
marriage is involved in a true concept 
of personal freedom. We must always 
remember that individuals get married 
—not races. Avoiding the question of 
biblical teaching or social implications 
for the moment, I am convinced that any 
law which forbids the marriage of two 
human beings who desire to be married 
(apart from some mental or disease im- 
pediment) is a denial of personal free- 
dom—whether that law is made against 
Jewish-Aryan marriages under Hitler or 
Negro-white marriages in the South. 

Of course, for the Christian who de- 
sires to know the will of God, the ques- 
tion is what the Bible says, rather than 
what the state permits or does not per- 
mit. (By this I do not imply the Chris- 
tian’s disobedience of the law, but the 
conclusions he reaches in his thinking. 
These conclusions will determine how 
he votes and what pressures he brings 
within the framework of a democracy 
to accept, reject, or repeal specific laws.) 
As I read the Word I find just one com- 
mandment with reference to forbidden 
marriages: for the Christian, marriage 
must be “in the Lord.” The unequal 
yoke is that which binds Christian with 
non-Christian, not one race with an- 
other. And in the Old Testament, the 
forbidden marriage for the Israelites was 
on the basis of those who did not know 
the Lord Jehovah, not on the basis of 
color. 

Whenever I am confronted by my 
own prejudices against intermarriage, I 
recall God’s punishment of Miriam with 
leprosy (Num. 12:1 ff.) when she mur- 
mured against Moses’ marriage to an 
Ethiopian woman. (For a brief, but 
thorough, treatment of this woman’s 
nationality, see Dr. Allan A. MacRae’s 
section on Numbers, p. 177 in The New 
Bible Commentary, Eerdmans). Had 
Moses’ marriage to a dark-skinned Afri- 
can been sinful, surely God would have 
pointed this out, even though He still 
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might have punished Miriam for her re- 
bellion. 

Now I recognize very grave social and 
personal consequences of intermarriage 
in contemporary American society, es- 
pecially to children who are born of sueh 
a union. But I believe there is a basic 
difference between feeling that intermar- 
riage is inadvisable on these grounds 
and attempting to erect a Christian doc- 
trine against intermarriage—if God has 
not said this in His Word. 

Arising out of this conviction that in- 
termarriage is wrong, and that conse- 
quently the races must be kept separate, 
are a whole set of restrictions in the 
South. A white Christian friend of mine 
commented recently that in Atlanta 
(Ga.) his own personal freedom had 
been interfered with as it had never been 
interfered with in the North. Desiring 
to talk with a Christian Negro graduate 
student at one of Atlanta’s Negro col- 
leges, my friend found that the only 
place they could meet was at a Negro 
Y. M. C. A. Several years ago one of the 
IVCF leaders visited the South and de- 
sired to meet with the Negro staff mem- 
ber, who is a cultured university grad- 
uate. Knowing the tremendous difficulty 
of meeting together in the Southern city 
where they were at the time (despite 
the fact that they were both men), the 
IVCF leader requested permission from 
a thoroughly fundamental Christian 
school in the city for them to use a small 
room, or meet in a lounge. Permission 
was refused, although the college is pre- 
paring scores of missionaries to serve in 
Africa. 

On a Sunday afternoon last spring 
Mrs. Bayly and I had a mixed group of 
white and Negro girls in our home for a 
little visit, for Bible reading and supper. 
One or two of the girls were Christians; 
the rest desperately needed to know the 
Lord Jesus Christ. We have had Negro 
students from Africa as guests in our 
home, including overnight. Would these 
acts of hospitality to the needy and 
strangers be legally possible if we lived 
in the South? If not, we would feel quite 
definitely that our personal freedom was 
being denied, unjustifiably and against 
American principles. 

As Christians we want the freedom, 
wherever we live, to use our home to 
provide hospitality in obedience to the 
Word of God. 

I do not deny that there are strong 
feelings on a personal basis here in the 
North. Without doubt some of our neigh- 
bors are opposed—perhaps some of them 
strongly so—to our entertaining Negroes. 
But we commit this to God, knowing 
that we are in His will in the use we 
are making of our home. 

Surely, we who name the Name of 
Christ cannot be content to maintain 
the dead prejudices of our old natures. 
Nor as redeemed people can we take ad- 
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vantage of others for our own advantage. 
For by the Spirit of God: we have re- 
ceived the ability to discern right and 
wrong, and the power to will and to do 
that which is right. 

Several years ago two students from 
the University of Georgia attended Inter- 
Varsity Christian Fellowship’s summer 
training session, Campus in the Woods, 
in Canada. Cabin assignments were ar- 
bitrary, and we were later concerned to 
find that the Georgia students would be 
in a cabin with seven other white stu- 
dents—and a Negro student from De- 
troit. We prayed but did not change the 
cabin assignment. On the last day of 
camp (after a month), the two Georgia 
students came to thank me for placing 
them in a cabin with the Negro student. 

“We were saved last year at the univer- 
sity, and we've wondered ever since 
whether our new life in Christ would 
make any difference in our attitude 
toward Negroes or not. This month we 
found that it has, and it has been won- 
derful to live with Bill as brothers in 
Christ.” 

The Christian who accepts the Lord’s 
commission cannot overlook the implica- 
tions of all this in the evangelization of 
Negroes. Unfortunately, mamy Chris- 
tians, both Northern and Southern, are 
concerned for missionary work in Africa 
who are unconcerned about the Negroes 
in their own towns and cities. 

On the surface it may seem as if the 
American Negro is being evangelized 
through his own churches. But a warn- 
ing was sounded by the previously quot- 
ed old Negro professor: “Don’t be misled 
when you see the lights in Negro church- 
es on late every night. That represents 
our social life, not our religious interest. 
The Negro community is emotional—ex- 
cept for the educated—but it is not Chris- 
tian.” 

A survey of Negro theological educa- 
tion by Ralph A. Felton indicates that 


17 Negro seminaries are training 224 
students. Another 105 Negro students 
are enrolled in predominantly white 
seminaries, so that the total number of 
Negro students receiving theological 
training in the United States is only 329. 
Last year’s Negro seminary graduates 
represented only 11 per cent of the new 
pastors needed as replacements in Negro 
churches. 

The Roman Catholic Church has 
gained many Negro members through 
its open door policy in most Southern 
dioceses. In many instances those Neg- 
roes turning to Romanism are the well- 
educated leaders of their people. 

If American Negroes are to be evan- 
gelized, those who will do the evangel- 
izing must be trained in our evangelical 
Christian schools and seminaries. Schools 
which are at present closed to Negroes 
must open their doors to them, and 
other schools where doors are already 
open (in the North) must admit more 
than their present token few. A note- 
worthy example of a school which has 
accepted this responsibility is provided 
by Providence-Barrington College (in 
Rhode Island), which had one or two 
Negro students several years ago. Last 
year they accepted ten Negro men and 
women and, of course, give them the 
same dormitory facilities and dining 
room privileges as white students. 

But what may you and I do? 

The following suggestions are directed 
toward the writer as much as toward 
readers of this article. 

(1) We must recognize our preju- 
dices. And unless we have a clear “thus 
saith the Lord,” we should not identify 
our viewpoint with the Word of God. 

(2) We must be willing to have God’s 
Spirit change our prejudices so that they 
no longer conform to the world, but 
conform to His Word.—Or at the least, 
we should be willing to see Him change 
our children’s prejudices. 


(3) We must try to understand. the 
Negro’s viewpoint. Because we know a 
Negro laundress or handyman, we should 
not assume that we know the contem- 
porary Negro attitude. A fire is smould- 
ering, but it is leaping into flame among 
the educated. 

(4) We should not follow a politi- 
cian merely because he goes to church 
or quotes Scripture in his speeches. 

(5) We should be willing to accept 
disadvantages, and even suffer wrong, 
rather than to cause others to suffer for 
our advantage. 

(6) We should pray for the evangeli- 
zation of the Negro people, and pray that 
Bible training may become available 
to and accepted by many Negro young 
people. 

(7) We should seek to present the 
gospel to at least one Negro by winning 
him as a friend. 

When Dr. Billy Graham spoke recent- 
ly in Philadelphia at the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church 
U.S.A., he expressed the concern of a 
growing number of white Christians, 
both North and South. Harrison Fry 
summarized his words in the ‘Philadel- 
phia Evening Bulletin as follows: “The 
evangelist sharply criticized failure to 
take a stand on issues of the day, such 
as the race problem, and asked for 
stronger courage in doing so.” 

It may seem as if we can do very little 
at the moment. But we who name the 
Name of Christ must be satisfied with 
nothing less than the eternal, biblical 
position on contemporary questions, 
even though our prejudices and pride of 
life may be torn to shreds. And we must 
manifest the love of Christ—-who was 
never concerned about what others 
thought of Him, and who on one occas- 
sion risked a bad reputation by talking 
with a sinful woman from a despised race 
at a public well. 

But thereby He evangelized a city. 
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